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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Missions  week  focuses  on  God's  heart 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  lenged  Southern  Baptists  to 
Knowing  God  intimately  and  truly  satisfy  God  by  living  God¬ 
having  ms  heart  for  the  nations  centered,  holy  lives  that  reflect 
should  be  top  priorities  for  his  heart  for  the  entire  world. 
Southern  Baptists,  speakers  - 
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said  at  the  second  annual 
International  Missions  Week 
at  Ridgecrest,  a  LifeWay 
Conference  Center,  in  North 
Carolina. 

The  July  8-13  week  was  a 
potpourri  of  seminar  tracks, 
missionary  testimonies,  dra¬ 
mas,  special  music,  and 
media  presentations  inter¬ 
spersed  with  sermons  by  mis¬ 
sions  leaders.  The  assembly 
drew  more  than  1,400  people. 

The  emphasis  of  the  week 
was  on  "The  Unfinished 
Task:  Dispelling  the 

Darkness"  which  will  be  the 
theme  for  this  year's  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering, 
including  the  annual 
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'To  glorify  God  is  to  magnify  has  blessed  Southern  Baptists 
him,"  Piper  said.  "That's  what  [spiritually  and  materially]  not 
your  life  is  supposed  to  do."  to  take  pride  in  being  a  great 
Piper  said,  "God  does  not  denomination  but  to  be  instru- 
look  upon  sinners  with  delight  ments  in  his  hands, 
or  on  something  beautiful  in  "If  God  has  chosen  to  bless 
the  nations,  but  because  there  is  us  —  if  he  is  blessing  you  and 
something  in  God  that  wants  your  church  and  your  family  — 
the  nations  to  have  that  which  it  is  because  he  wants  to  bless 
they  do  not  have  [God]."  the  nations,"  Rankin  said. 

Christians  who  truly  obey  Gordon  Fort,  the  board's 


Mississippi  Baptists." 

"For  21  years  he  has  worked  and  led  in 
helping  carve  tree-covered  hills  into  an 
outstanding  retreat  center.  His 
work  has  touched  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  boys  who  have  found 

Ea  personal  experience  with  God  at 
Central  Hills. 

"Mississippi  Baptists  can  be 
grateful  for  tne  solid  foundation 
on  which  Central  Hills  Retreat  can 
continue  to  grow  and  thrive," 
Futral  said. 

West  is  a  graduate  of  Forest  Hill 
High  School  in  Jackson,  Baptist- 
affiliated  William  Carey  College  in 
Hattiesburg,  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

He  served  as  youth  director  of 
First  Church,  Brookhaven  (1965-66);  pastor 
of  Philadelphia  Church,  Brookhaven  (1966- 
68);  pastor  of  Goodwater  Church,  Magee 
(1968-73);  and  as  director  of  missions  tor 


What's  in  the 
Record 


V.  Daniel  "Dan"  West,  manager  of  over  these  past  21  years  to 
Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko  since  have  had  Dan's  leadership 
1979,  has  announced  his  intention  to  retire  at  Central  Hills.  No  one 
August  31  from  his  position  at  Mississippi  could  have  poured  more  of 
Baptists'  Royal  Ambassador  campground.  his  life  and  love  into  a 
T  am  convinced  that  the  Lord  is  ready  to  camping  situation, 
open  a  new  door  for  me  to  serve  him,"  said  "His  efforts  helped  the 
West  in  a  July  24  letter  to  Jim  Didlake,  direc-  camp  grow  from  a  tent- 
tor  of  the  Men's  Ministiy  Department  at  the  camping  facility  into  one 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  with  new  lodges,  and  soon  a 
(MBCB)  and  West's  supervisor.  new  multipurpose  building. 

"It  has  been  a  privilege  for  Rachel  and  me  In  his  leadership  of  the  Royal 
to  rear  our  three  children  with  a  500-acre  Ambassador  camp,  he  has 
back  yard  known  as  Central  Hills  Baptist  had  an  impact  on  lives  all 
Retreat.  Our  beginning  was  rustic  ana  the  across  our  state, 
work  was  very  hard.  The  reward  has  been  "We  understand  his  desire 
more  glorious  than  words  can  express.  to  look  at  new,  less  stressful  r 

"I  ask  for  the  prayers  of  Mississippi  we  wish  him  the  best  as  h< 
Baptists  as  Rachel  and  I  look  forward  to  a  direction,"  Didlake  said, 
new  avenue  of  ministry  and  a  little  more  Jim  Futral,  MBCB  execu 
relaxing  lifestyle  in  the  years  to  come,"  treasurer,  also  commended 
West  said  in  the  letter  to  Didlake.  "outstanding  contribution  I 
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Sunday  Sduoi  lessons 


Casinos'  civic  spirit:  look  closer 


sham  group  ostensibly  orga¬ 
nized  to  fight  development  in 
environmentally-sensitive  areas 
of  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

An  investigation  by  The 
Clarion-Ledger  newspaper  in 
Jackson  revealed  that  the  main 
issue  Balancing  the  Coast's 
Future  was  fighting  was  future 
construction  of  casinos  that 
would  compete  with  Park 
Place's  properties. 

Although  Tom  Brosig,  who 
directs  Park  Place  operations  in 
Mississippi  and  the  Mid-South, 
initially  denied  to  the  newspa¬ 
per's  reporters  that  he  had  ever 
neard  of  Balancing  the  Coast's 
Future,  he  was  eventually 
forced  to  concede  that  his  com¬ 
pany  was  financing  the  group, 
now  dream"  of  owning  their  own  According  to  The  Clarion- 
home,  thanks  to  their  casino  jobs.  Ledger,  Trudy  Fountain,  Park 
From  picking  up  roadside  trash.  Place's  vice-president  of  legal 
to  sponsoring  summer  events  for  affairs,  contributed  around 
children,  to  providing  scholarships  $50,000  from  Grand  Casinos  to 
for  Miss  Mississippi  contestants,  help  fund  mass  mailings  and  a 
the  wholesomeness  of  the  gambling  phone  bank  protesting  the 
industry  is  drummed  into  our  psy-  development  of  rival  President 


Casinos  in  Mississippi  have  over  the 
years  expended  a  tremendous 
amount  of  effort  —  not  to  mention 
untold  sums  of  money  —  to  erect  a 
facade  of  themselves  as  outstanding 
members  of  the  local  communities  in 
which  they  are  situated. 

Very  few  issues  of  newspapers  in  com¬ 
munities  with  legalized  gambling  are 
absent  glowing  articles  expounding  the 
civic  spirit  of  the  casinos,  their  owners,  and 
their  employees.  There  are  photographs  of 
happy  mayors  and  county  supervisors 
accepting  huge,  three-foot-wide  checks 
from  friendly  casino  officials  for  any  num- 

Iber  of  worthy  community  causes. 

Casino-financed  television  com¬ 
mercials  recount  how  much  tax 
money  is  generated  from  gambling 
revenues  and  how  scores  of  former¬ 
ly  unemployed  Mississippians  can 
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Jayne  led  a  volunteer  med¬ 
ical/dental  team  to  Honduras. 
On  Tuesday  of  that  week,  a 
mother  from  a  village  walked 
into  the  clinic  with  her  eight- 
year-old  daughter. 


Each  year  thousands  of 
volunteers  go  on  mission 
trips.  In  1999  the  International 
Mission  Board's  Volunteer 
Missions  Department  reported 
that  approximately  120,000  vol- 
participated  in 
il  Mission  projects. 


BOOKKEEPER 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 


EDITORS  EMERITI 
Don  McGregor 
Guy  Henderson 


7ni+h  7in1unip^rc  The  little  girl  was  frail  and 

Li/  III  l  UU l  ll  1 1 ItZts  I  u  weak.  She  immediately  attract¬ 

ed  the  attention  of  the  medical 
By  Paul  Harrell,  director  team  staff.  They  began  to  make 

BCB  Partnership  Missions  Department  arrfn.§f/n.ents  to  ^  little 

r  r  girl.  While  arrangements  were 

being  made,  the  girl  leaned  into 
the  lap  of  her  mother  and  died, 
units  are  unreached  people  group.  How  timely  is  God's  plan 
result  of  focused  prayer  as  churches  that  this  little  girl  would  die  in 
begin  established  prayer  sup-  the  company  of  Christian  med- 
et  Lackey  port  ministries,  and  prayer-  ical  people  who  would  be  able 

ring  this  walks  into  these  countries  relat-  to  explain  to  this  mother  the  dis¬ 

tant  role  ed  to  assigned  people  groups.  ease  that  had  consumed  this  lit- 
Mississippi  Baptists  nave  tie  girl's  body.  They  were  able  to 
Baptist  been  faithful  across  the  years  to  tell  this  mother  that  her  daugh- 
currently  respond  to  such  mission  chal-  ter  had  gone  to  her  heavenly 
lenges.  Doing  so  in  the  future  home  where  no  disease  exists, 
will  require  large  numbers  of  The  team  explained  God's 
mission  volunteers  who  will  love  and  how  he  nas  prepared  a 

make  the  journey  to  the  mis-  heavenly  home  for  all  people 

sion  fields  of  who  would  trust  in  his  Son,  Jesus 
k-  our  world.  Christ,  for  their  salvation.  They 

■Sr  Financial  shared  how  she  could  see  her 

support  from  daughter  again  if  she  came  to 

■'  the  Margaret  know  Jesus  Christ  as  her  Lord 

t  Lackey  State  and  Savior. 

LnTANM  Missions  What  a  difference  volunteers 
jJJrMll#  Offering  will  be  made  in  such  a  tragic  and  sad  sit- 
crucial  in  meet-  uation.  Thank  you,  Mississippi 
*ng  those  min-  Baptists,  for  supporting  our  vol- 
istry  needs.  unteers  by  responding  sacrifi- 

Sf? in  January  dally  to  the  Margaret  Lackey 
r”'X.'  1998,  Cindy  State  Mission  Offering. 


unteers 
Internationa! 

Mississippi  Baptist  volun¬ 
teers  accounted  for  over  12,000 
of  these  volunteers  —  and  for 
the  first  time  this  year,  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering  includes  funds  to  help 
in  mobilizing  mission  volun¬ 
teers  and  assisting  them  as  we 
seek  to  confront  Mississippi 
and  our  world  with  the  Gospel. 

If  we  are  to  meet  the  challenge 
of  carrying  the  Gospel  to  till  the 
world,  it  will  require  increased 
numbers  of  volunteers.  The  chal¬ 
lenge  of  career  missionaries  to 
present  the  Gospel  to  unreached 
people  groups  necessitates  that  ships  with  other  Baptists 
they  reach  out  to  volunteers  to  Honduras  (tv 
become  a  part  of  the  strategy.  Ukraine,  Mary! 

In  many  countries  or  the  Impact 
world  a  career  missionary  pres-  Northeast,  and 
ence  is  not  allowed.  These  same  Boston.  This 
countries  will  accept  profes-  year  we  began  a 
sionals  as  teachers,  engineers,  focus  on  specif- 
architects,  strategists,  agricul-  ic  unreached 
turists,  and  others  who  volun-  people  groups, 
tarily  go  into  the  country  to  This  will  pro¬ 
assist  in  such  professional  areas.  vide  an  oppor- 

As  Christian  volunteers  tunity  for  mis- 
respond  to  such  needs,  the  sions  education 
Gospel  can  be  shared  through  surrounding 
relationships,  character,  and  the  assigned 
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Reaching  the  world 
with  volunteers 

By  Paul  Harrell,  director 

MBCB  Partnership  Missions  Department 

more  closed  country. 

Trustee-approved  recom¬ 
mendations  regarding  New 


growth  and  recommend 
changes  to  the  organization's 
structure  to  meet  those  needs." 


Each  said  he  sees  signs  of 
growth  in  the  spread  of  the 
gospel  in  his  area. 

Don  Dent,  regional  leader  of 
Southeast  Asia  and  Oceania, 
explained,  "In  most  of  my 
region  we  use  the  name  Baptist 
and  work  with  Baptist  partners, 
but  we  have  some  places  where 
this  is  not  possible." 

He  described  three  situa¬ 
tions  that  are  exceptions  to 
the  rule: 

•  In  one  country  where 
being  identified  as  a  Baptist 
would  bring  swift  governmen¬ 
tal  reprisal. 

•  In  another  country  where 
Baptist  work  is  overly  identi¬ 
fied  with  one  ethnic  group,  and 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


the  1MB  has 
set  its  sights  on  V  " 
all  peoples  GOT  IT!—  Les 
everywhere.  of  a  scavenger  hu 
In  the  past,  ference  center  in 
large  portions  intimately  and  h£.....&  ....  1U1  , 

of  the  world.  Baptists.  (BP  photo  by  Jessica  Webb) 

particularly  in  - 

Eastern  Eun  4 
off-limits  to  traditional 


le  Phelps  ot  Richmond,  Va.,  secures  a  missionary's  autograph  as  part 
nt  during  International  Missions  Week  at  Ridgecrest,  a  LifeWay  con- 

North  Carolina.  Speakers  at  the  July  8-13  week  said  knowing  God  using  the  name  Baptist  would 

cause  other  groups  to  react 
negatively. 

•  In  yet  another  country 
where  national  Baptists  are 
considered  quite  liberal  in  their 
theology  and  do  not  believe 
faith  in  Jesus  is  the  only  way  to 
salvation. 
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Eastern  Europe  and  Asia,  were 
off-limits  to  traditional  mission¬ 
ary  activity.  Attempts  to  reach 
some  of  these  areas  Degan  in  the 
late  1980s,  but  in  1997  New 
Directions  removed  all  limita¬ 
tions. 

Key  ingredients  in  New 
Directions  include  its  focus  on 
the  world's  people  groups 
instead  of  geopolitical  coun¬ 
tries  and  on  igniting  church¬ 
planting  movements  instead  of 

starting  one  church  at  a  time.  _  __  _ _ 

Today,  New  Directions  asks  planting  while  exploring  ways 
the  question,  "What's  it  going  to  promote  discipleship  and 
to  take  to  reach  the  whole  leadership  training  for  cnurch- 
world  for  Christ?"  This  has  es  that  is  contextually  appropri- 
spawned  creative  approaches  ate  and  adequate  to  facilitate 
that  are  moving  beyond  tradi¬ 
tional  missionary  efforts.  For 
instance,  finding  a  branch  of  a 

people  group  living  in  a  more  focus  without  i__o _ 

open  country  than  the  rest  of  megacities  and  mega-'popula* 
that  people  group  provides  tion  segments, 
opportunities  to  evangelize  and  •  "The  senior  vice 


Directions  included  an  affirma-  Trustees  also  requested  that 
tion  that  "our  mission  is  to  start  a  committee  be  named  to  study 
New  Testament  churches  con-  the  matter  of  missionary  sup- 
sistent  with  the  Baptist  Faith  port.  In  an  unrelated  but  paral- 
and  Message.  Where  govern-  lei  action,  trustees  also 
ment  policy  allows  ana  where  approved  a  restructuring  of  the 
security  concerns  are  not  pro-  staff  salary  policies 
hibitive  there,  churches  will  be  for  IMB  workers  in 
publicly  identified  as  Baptist  Richmond. 
churches."  The  trustee  meet- jp 

Other  points  in  the  New  ing  was  held  in  con-»/,‘>  ;  V 
Directions  review  affirmed:  junction  with  Intern- 1 

•  "IMB  Leadership  [will]  ational  Missions 
continue  to  emphasize  church  Week  at  the  nearby 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  P  ^^BB 
conference  center.  ~~ 

The  week,  which 

„  ,  ,  drew  more  than  ^ 

and  adequate  to  facilitate  1,400  participants, 

Church  Planting  Movements.  ended  July  13  with 

•  "Our  primary  commit-  an  appointment  ser-^^^Hk 

ment  [is]  to  people  group  vice  for  57  newMHM 

----- >  without  neglecting  career  and  associate  | it 

'  i-  missionaries.  HH 

During  the  trustee  1 

president  meeting,  seven  of  the  r*  ” 


14  regional  leaders 


2000  BF&M  released 


HEART  FOR  THE  WORLD 
—  David  and  Jill  Reynolds  of 
Columbus,  Ga.,  talk  about 
overseas  missions  opportuni¬ 
ties  with  Don  Dent,  who  leads 
International  Mission  Board 
work  in  the  Southeast  Asia  and 
Oceania  region.  The  couple, 
who  are  members  of  First 
Church  in  Opelika,  Ala.,  was 
among  1 ,400  people  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  International 
Missions  Week  July  8-13  at 
Ridgecrest,  a  LifeWay  confer¬ 
ence  center  in  North  Carolina. 
(BP  photo  by  Jessica  Webb) 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  2000  edition  of  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  (BF&M)  tract  became  available  July  17  from 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC).  The  tract  is  the  edition  adopted  by  messen¬ 
gers  June  14  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Work  on  the  statement  began  after  messengers  to  the  1999 
SBC  annual  meeting  in  Atlanta  approved  a  motion  railing  for 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  study  the  statement  and  to 
bring  a  report  to  the  2000  meeting.  Subsequently,  a  15-member 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Study  Committee  was  appointed  by 
then-SBC  President  Paige  Patterson. 

While  not  a  binding  document  or  creed,  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  outlines  Dasic  Baptist  beliefs  related  to  subjects 
such  as  Scripture,  God,  man,  salvation,  the  church,  baptism 
and  the  Lord's  supper,  and  religious  liberty.  The  confessional 
statement  was  first  adopted  by  the  SBC  in  1925.  A  new  edition 
was  adopted  in  1963  and  amended  to  include  an  article  on  the 
family  in  1998. 

Copies  are  available  at  20  cents  each,  a  reduction  in  price 
from  the  previous  edition,  and  may  be  ordered  by  calling 
LifeWay's  Customer  Service  Center  toll-free  at  (800)  458-2772. 


A  total  of  39  Baptists  from  Northwest  Association  in  Mississippi  spend 
a  portion  of  their  summer  vacations  in  Champaign,  Ill.,  helping  construct 
Garden  Hills  Church  as  well  as  assisting  the  local  association  in  surveying 
local  area  needs  and  conducting  weekend  revivals  in  three  churches. 


The  English  Language  Institute  at  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
(USM)  in  Hattiesburg  recognizes  the  USM  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU) 
with  a  certificate  of  appreciation  for  the  work  of  the  BSU's  international 
committee  with  foreign  students  learning  conversational  English. 


Customer  Service  Center  toll-free  at  (800)  458-2772 
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Little-known  people  fill  'Hidden  Treasures 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP) — From  a  consul-  be  only  two  verses  about  a  person."  who's  grow 

it  and  college  professor  to  a  columnist  One  of  her  favorite  stories  from  the  New  with  sibling 
d  a  children's  author,  Mary  Manz  Simon  Testament  is  the  story  of  Rhoda.  In  the  story,  those  kids  ai 
s  reached  a  lot  of  audiences.  a  group  of  Christ's  followers  was  meeting  they  look  at 

This  time  her  target  is  children,  ages  4-8,  secretly  at  the  house  of  Mary,  mother  of  Japies  even  work 
d  her  subject  is  little-known  Bible  char-  and  John,  to  pray  for  Peter's  safety  while  he  through  me, 
ters.  Despite  the  huge  success  of  the  fan-  was  in  prison.  Tne  group  heard  a  knock  on  Simon  b< 
»y-filled  Harry  Potter  books,  Simon  likes  the  door,  which  the  maid,  Rhoda,  answered,  because  she 


New  MBCB 
personnel 
plan  OK'd 


lished  by  Broadman  & 
Holman  Publishers. 

"They  should  con¬ 
nect  in  a  real  emotion¬ 
al  way.  You  can  do 
that  by  either  touching 
the  heart  or  looking  at 


The  executive  committee 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB),  in 
a  called  meeting  July  1 7  at  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson, 
approved  a  new  personnel 
performance  management 
system  for  MBCB  employees 
that  includes  detailed  perfor¬ 
mance  evaluations  and  a 
redefinition  of  the  salary 
administration  plan. 

MBCB  executive  director- 
treasurer  Jim  Futral  told  the 
executive  committee  that  the 
new  system,  recommended 
by  human  resources  consul¬ 
tant  Phillip  Blount  and 
Associates  of  Atlanta,  updates 
decades-old  MBCB  policy 
and  more  closely  ties  salaries 
to  work  performance. 


situations  which  kids 
can  relate  to." 

She  believes  her 
Treasures 


Hidden 
books  do  both. 

"They  are  heart 
connectors,  and  they 


The  new  system  will  take 
effect  in  January  2001 . 

In  other  business,  the 
accounting  firm  of  KPMG 
reported  a  "clean"  annual 
audit  of  MBCB  financial  state¬ 
ments,  which  means  the 
financial  statements  are  "in 
conformity  with  generally 
accepted  accounting  proce- 


Attacks  begin  to  mount  against  Christians  in  India 


dures,"  according  to  the  audit 
statement. 

The  excutive  committee 
also  approved  Dennis  E. 


Salley  Jr.,  pastor  of  Valley  Park 
Church  in  Valley  Park,  as  a 
new  board  member  to  fill  the 
unexpired  Sharkey- 

Issaquenna  Association  term 
of  Ted  Porter. 

The  next  regular  executive 
committee  and  full  board 
meetings  are  scheduled  for 
August  29. 
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City  official  putting  faith  first  in  civic  life 


and  1999,  and  became 
president  of  the  council 
last  year. 

Sne  also  chairs 
Jacksonville's 
"Character  Counts" 
steering  committee 
and  is  a  prime  mover 
in  promoting  the  cam¬ 
paign,  which  stresses 
basic  values. 

Like  any  decisive 
leader.  Ginger  has  been 
through  difficult  times. 
But  she  still  finds  joy  in 
public  service. 

"The  best  part  of 
serving  in  this  arena  is 
being  able  to  help  some¬ 
one,  she  said.  "Often 
you'll  do  something  to 
assist  a  person  and  it 


Volunteers 
needed  for 
BCV  peas 

Volunteers  are  needed  for 
the  Agricultural-  Missions 
Fellowship  (AMF)  Pea  Picking 
Days  for  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village  July  27-28 
at  Phillipston  Church  near 
Sidon.  Donated  peas  will  be 
harvested  and  processed  for 
the  benefit  of  residents  of  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village  in 
Jackson.  AMF  president  Frank 
Prewitt  of  Belzoni  said  elec¬ 
tric  shelters  and  fish  cookers 
will  also  be  needed  on  those 
days  to  process  the  peas. 

A  second  Pea  Picking  Days 
for  the  Baptist  Children's 
Village  will  be  held  in  the 
Greenwood  area  some  time 
around  the  end  of  the  first 
week  in  August  as  another 
crop  of  peas  matures,  Ptewitt 
said.  Volunteers^  electric 
shelters,  and  fish  cookers  Will 
also  be  needed  on  thoseday*, 
he  added. 

For  information  on  -the  first 
Pea  Picking  Days  it 
Phillipston  Church,  contact 
Teddy  Sims  at  (662)  453- 
7609,  or  Prewitt  at  (662)  247- 
1 560.  For  information  on  the 
second  Pea  Picking  Days  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  week  of  August, 
contact  David  Conway  at 
(662)453-1752. 


crusade  was  IN  A  DAY'S  WORK  —  Ginger  Soud,  Jacksonville  City  Council  president,  meets  with  big  deal  for  the  person 
absolutely  overwhelm-  guests  from  Namibia,  exploring  prospects  for  importing  seafood  from  the  African  nation,  seeking  help, 
ing  and  thrilling.  To  be  Pictured  are  (clockwise  from  left)  are  Nana  Ohene  Darko,  vice  president  of  international  "For  the  most  part,  I 

given  this  -  ••  ■  . .  -  K 

nas  been  the  single  great¬ 
est  honor  of  my  life." 

As  excited  as  she  felt, 

Soud  still  spent  much  time  in  j 
prayer,  seeking  God's  will  before  making 
decision.  She  also  talked  andjprry 
her  family:  Judge  A.C.  Soud  Jr.,  and  three 
adult  sons  —  Jeff,  John,  and  Adrian  — 
about  the  possibility. 

She  recognized  that  accepting  the  volun¬ 
teer  position  to  help  organize  events  in 
preparation  for  the  crusade  would  greatly 
impact  her  family,  and  that  she  would  need 
to  nave  their  full  moral  and  spiritual  sup¬ 
port  to  fulfill  her  responsibilities. 

After  prayerful  consideration  i  ‘ 
accepted  the  assignment,  and  in  that 
process,  she  and  her  family  made  recom¬ 
mitments  to  the  Lord  and  His  work. 

Considering  her  family  before  commit- 


_  _  -  ...  —  , - - - 1  "For  the  most  part,  I 

opportunity  and  government  relations  for  Aviation  Systems  International  Inc.;  Leonard  N.  Lipumbu,  find  that  people  are 
great-  ambassador  to  the  United  States,  Canada,  Brazil  and  Mexico;  and  Harry  Frisch  and  Carlos  very  grateful  for  a  pub- 
Sanchez  of  Beaver  Street  Fisheries  Inc.  in  Jacksonville.  (BP  photo  by  Shari  Schubert)  lie  official's  time  and 

7 - - - - - — —  effort,"  she  affirmed. 

personal  ting  to  a  task  is  not  new  to  Ginger  Soud.  "That  is  truly  the  best  part  of  public  service." 
1  “^a  While  raising  her  three  boys,  the  energetic  Other  aspects  of  serving  m  the  political 
ayed  with  entrepreneur  chose  a  career  in  real  estate  so  arena  can  be  less  enjoyable,  but  the  tasks 
she  could  have  the  flexibility  needed  to  are  equally  important, 
keep  her  priorities  focused.  "A  leader  is  called  upon  to  make  diffi- 

She  now  can  say  with  confidence  that  all  cult  decisions.  It's  a  process,"  she  said, 
three  of  her  children  know  Christ  as  their  "You  never  want  to  compromise  the  truth, 
personal  Savior.  Jeff  and  Adrian  are  sue-  Sometimes  you  make  mistakes,  but  you 
cessful  attorneys  and  John,  a  physician,  is  have  to  have  convictions  and  simply  make 
completing  his  residency  in  emergency  the  best  decisions  you  can  with  all  the 
medicine.  information  you  have  on  hand  at  the  time." 

In  1993,  after  all  three  sons  were  sue-  She  went  on  to  say  that  second-guessing 
she  cessfully  launched,  Soud  started  a  real  yourself  or  doing  the  things  you  do  for 
estate  business  of  her  own.  The  next  year  personal  gain  is  not  helpful, 
she  became  the  first  woman  ever  elected  to  "I  constantly  ask  God  for  strength 
an  at-large  position  on  the  Jacksonville  and  guidance  to  keep  my  motives  pure," 
City  Council.  She  was  re-elected  in  1995  she  said. 


Mr.  Handyman 


trying  to  sell  him  the  magazine. 
Progressive  Farmer.  The  young 
salesman,  who  was  spending 
his  summer  trying  to  sell  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  magazine, 
approached  the  farmer  out  in 
tne  field  one  summer  after¬ 
noon.  He  began  explaining  to 
the  farmer  all  of  the  wonderful 
features  that  would  be  his  if  he 
took  Progressive  Farmer.  He 
would  have  page  after  page  of 
instructions,  information,  and 
helps  to  become  a  better  farmer. 
Politely  the  old  farmer  listened 
to  the  sales  pitch  and  then  he 
said  to  the  young  man,  "I  know 
more  now  that  F  do!"  When  it 
comes  to  the  Christian  life, 
many  of  us  could  probably 
echo  the  old  farmer. 

Here  is  the  good  thing  about 
it.  We  can  do  something  —  this 
very  day!  We  can  start  by  living 
out  some  of  those  great  spiritu¬ 
al  truths  that  we  may  have 
learned,  but  neglected.  Find 
someone  with  whom  you  can 
share  your  testimony.  Express 
forgiveness.  Show  an  act  of 
kindness.  Express  your  faith  as 
you  act  on  the  promises  of  God. 
Live  out  wnat  you  have 
learned. 

Well,  I've  got  to  run  now. 
I've  got  to  go  fix  a  squeaky 
door! 


"sort-of"  handyman.  I'm  not 
talking  about  the  kind  of  guy 
who  gets  up  early  on  Saturday 
morning  and  has  a  list  of  things 
he  is  going  to  accomplish  like: 
fixing  a  leaky  faucet;  replacing 
a  rotting  window  casing;  or, 
building  a  deck  on  the  back  of  a  handyman.  That  just  shows 
the  house.  That  is  not  the  kind  how  little  you  know  about  this 
of  "handyman"  that  I  am.  specialized  area  of  life  and 

My  gift  in  "handymanism"  work.  At  one  time  I  thought 
is  related  to  listening  to  the  like  some  of  you  —  that  hanay- 
radio  on  Saturday  morning,  men  were  people  who  did 
when  I  have  the  opportunity,  to  things  around  the  house.  Yet,  in 
the  "Handyman"  call-in  show,  time  I  have  discovered  that 
It  is  there  that  I  have  listened  that's  not  necessarily  so.  My 
and  learned  how  to  do  some  of  new  understanding  came  from 
those  things  around  five  house  church.  I  watched  as  some  peo- 
that  amateurs  and  semi-pros  pie  interpreted  Christianity  in  a 
attempt.  I  have  learned  a  lot,  new  ana  different  wav.  borne 
and  frankly  Iprobably  could  do  people  believe  that  being  a 
a  lot  of  "fixer-upper"  jobs  Christian  is  a  matter  of  listen- 


Jim  FutraU  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


July  27,  2000 
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Fit  4  Health  Fair 


Cason  Church,  Amory,  will  Moselle 
celebrate  its  55th  anniversary  Memorial  *  t 
on  Sunday,  Aug.  6.  Sunday  Church, 

School  will  be  at  10  a.m.  and  Moselle,  will 

worship  at  11  a.m.  with  host  The  'mjk  Jf?^  jj 

Sammy  McMillen,  pastor.  Riders  in  con-  gK  JlsfiS  ■ 

preaching.  There  will  be  din-  cert  on  July  30 

ner  and  singing  in  the  after-  at  6  p.m.  For  | 

noon  with  Living  Proof  and  more  informa-  J 

The  Messengers.  tion,  call  the  '  rPSM  ■ 

Smart  Discipline,  a  fun-  582-9428. 
filled  seminar  packed  with 

ideas  about  discipline  and  self-  Ephesus  /  I ■ 

esteem,  will  be  held  at  First  Church,  ^|| 

Church,  Pearl,  from  6  to  7:30  Forest,  recent-  MV 
p.m.,  on  Aug.  2.  Call  the  ly  celebrated 
church  at  (601)  939-4476  for  with  a  note  Note 
more  information.  burning  cere-  1 

mony.  vVe  built  our  new  sanc- 

New  Salem  Church,  tuary  in  1985  and  anticipated 
Liberty,  will  dedicate  its  new  having  it  paid  for  in  2001,  but 
2,700  square-foot  fellowship  through  tne  Lord's  blessings 
hall  on  July  30.  Sunday  School  we  accomplished  this  one  year 
will  be  held  at  9  a.m.,  worship  ahead  of  time,"  stated  Kenneth 
at  10  a.m.,  and  lunch  at  noon  Jones,  now  retired  pastor  of 

followed  by  dedication  ser-  ^  "  - - 

vice.  Burnett  Carraway,  pas-  ^0 

tor,  will  preach  the  dedication  1  * 

service.  ft  Ik, 


B.  J.  Griffith  and  Ryan 
Winter  of  Oakland  Church, 
Walnut,  participated  in  State 
Bible  Drill.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Karen  Barnes,  leader; 
Griffith;  Winter;  and  Kay 
Winter,  leader. 


Ground  breaking  at  Tangipahoa  Church,  Summit 


Sm  Parkway 

J  Baptist  Church 
^  Homecoming 
■  Sunday 

■  July  30,  2000 

10  a.m. 

Special  worship  celebration  followed 
by  a  barbecue  chicken  lunch. 


Travelers 
Quartet  will 
be  in  concert 
at  Wayside 
Church, 
Vicksburg, 
July  30  at  6 

Bm.  Larry  W. 
aggard  is 


GAs  of  Rocky  Creek  Church,  Lucedale 


pastor. 


Guest  Speaker  -  Dr.  Bill  Causey 

This  is  an  invitation  for  all  former  members 
of  Parkway  to  return  for  a  great  morning  of 
celebration,  worship,  and  fellowship. 

For  more  information  or  making  reservations 
call:  601-924-9912 

802  N.  Frontage  Road 

s.  Clinton,  MS  > 


The  most  significant  program 
development  in  Baptist  churches  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  half  century  is  senior 
adult  ministry.  Tens  of  thousands  of 
mature  adults  are  now  involved. 


W  If  you  would  like  to 
order  a  copy  please 
send  $12.75  to: 

Dr.  W.  Levon  Moore 
200  Golf  Course  Road 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090 


like  t 

Mighty 

River 


Read  the  exciting 
story  in 


CHRISTIAN  STORES  J 

Helping  you  lino  Jir  Way. 

(601)  977-9676  in  Jackson 
(662)  844-2201  in  Tupelo 


W.  Levon  Moore 


i 

i 

t 

s 

n 
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Diseipleship  and 
Family  Ministries 
Church  Leadership  Training 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
October  20-21 

Emphasis:  “Make  Known  the  Mystery 
throughout  Mississippi” 

Praise/Worship,  Seminars,  Sisters  sharing, 
praising  and  praying,  etc. 


Women 

Reaching 

Women 

Retreat 


•  Statewide  mentoring  matchup 

•  Women  sharing  God’s  heart  (Bring  a  woman  with  you  who  needs  Jesus 
and/or  bring  one  whom  you  led  to  Jesus.) 

•  Targeting  collegiate  women 
•  Target  campus  women  on  mission  to  reach 
the  internationals  on  campus. 


COST:  $40  (lodging,  3  meals  and  registration) 
Deadline  to  register:  October  13 

Contact  the  WMU  for  more  info:  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  968-3800 


Registration 
Deadline*  Sept  ember  22 


Mississippi  College 

Grades  1-12 
10  a.m.-5  p.m. 

$4  per  person 
Bring  your  own  sack  lunch  and  drink. 


For  more  information,  please  contact 

Men's  Ministry  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

-800-748-1 651  or  601  -968-3800  (in  Jackson) 


Women's  Prayer  Ce(e6ration  Retreat 


Speaker:  Chris  Adams 
Musician:  (Donna  Lundett 
Missionary  ‘Emphasis:  Eauta  Smith 

September  29-30 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Pass  Christian 

Seminars: 

•  Gifts  from  the  Heart  -  Debora  Watts 

•  Transformed  Lives:  Taking  Women’s  Ministry  to 
the  Next  Level  -  Chris  Adams 

•  Sisters  Who  Care  -  Debora  Joiner 

•  Launching  Language  Ministries  - 
Paula  Smith 

•  Plus  many  more  led  by  the  Women  of  the 
State  Visionary  Team 

Contact  the  ‘WMUfor  more  info:  1-800-748-1651 
or.in  Jackson,  968-3800 


Tuesday,  August  1 

Main  Street  Baptist  Church 
Hattiesburg,  7-9  p.m. 

Thursday,  August  3 

First  Baptist  Church 
Newton,  7-9  p.m. 

F  riday-Saturday,  August  4-5 

Gulfshore  North,  Growing  Churches 
(Sponsored  by  Lee  Association) 

Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Tupelo,  Fri.  7-9  p.m.,  Sat.  8-1 1:30  a.m. 
Training  for  North  Mississippi 
Call  Calvary  Baptist  Church  for  info:  (662)566-1700 


Call  the  Diseipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
for  more  info:  1-800-748-1651  or  601-968-3800  (in  Jackson) 


Mention*  A II  Letts,  Crosetlers,  $  Chllengers 


Saturday 
September  3o 


Professional  Certification  for 
Ministry  Assistants  and 
Ministry  Office  SkillShops 


August  15-17.  2000 
Camp  Gar  ay  w  a.  Clinton 


Dianne  Cockrell, 
certified  church  secre¬ 
tary  instructor  for 
LifeWay  Christian 


Tor  more  information,  contact: 

Kay  McDonnell 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department.  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651  or  292-3305  or 
E-mail:  kmcdonnell8mbcb.org. 


School  Training 

The  Power  to  Change 
The  Power  of  Spiritual  Transformation 


September  8  and  9 
First  Baptist  Church,  Batesville 
September  8  and  9 
GuHshore  Baptist  Assembly 
Pass  Christian 
September  15  and  16 
First  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

A  detailed  listing  of  faculty  and 
conferences  may  be  found  at  our 
web  site:  www.mbcb.ora/ss. 


Contact  the  Sunday  School  Department  for  more  info: 
1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson.  601-968-3800 


MEN'  S  « 
MINISTRY 


MEN'S  MINISTRY  STATE 
LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 

August  11-12, 2000 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
Kosciusko 


FRIDAY 

6:00  pm  Registration 

630  Supper 

730  Opening  Session 

SATURDAY 
7:00  am  Breakfast 
8:00  Sessions  Begin 


Friday's  Featured  Speaker 
Jim  Futral 

Executive  Director-Treasurer 

MBCB  Saturday's  Featured  Speaker 

Harold  Watson 
Retired  Missionary,  Philippines 


Contact  the  Men's  Ministry  Department  for  more  information 
1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  968-3800 


ARW  Literacy  Workshop 

Adult  Reading  and  Writing/N AM B  Certificate 

September  14-16 


Place:  Pearl  River  Baptist  Association  Camp  (601)798-2372 
Cost:  $45  includes  meals  and  registration  fee. 

Registration  deadline:  September  7 
You  must  complete  all  class  times  to  receive 
ARW  certification  from  NAMB. 

Contact  the  WMU  for  more  info:  1-800-748-165 1  or  in  Jackson  968-3800 


BlBLE  Drill  Clinics 

Children  and  Youth  Bible  Drill 
leaders,  judges  and  callers 
training 

Six  locations  in  Mississippi 
September  11, 12  and  14,  2000 
led  by  Don  Hicks  and  Harvey  Ellis 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  consultants 


Time 

Location 

LMdtr 

7-  9  pm,  Monday,  September  11 

McNeil,  Peart  River  Associational  Office 

Don  Hicks 

7  -  9  pm,  Monday,  September  11 

Greenville,  Washington  Associational  Office 

Harvey  Ellis 

7  -  9  pm,  Tuesday,  September  12  „ 

Jackson,  Metro  Associational  Office 

Don  Hicks 

7  -  9  pm,  Tuesday,  September  12 

Tupelo,  Lee  Associational  Office 

II nnifiu  CHis  . . 

narvey  cnis 

7  -  9  pm,  Thursday,  September  14 

Merkian,  Lauderdale  Associational  Office 

Don  Hicks 

7  -  9  pm,  Thursday,  September  14 

Columbus,  Golden  Triangle  Associational  Office 

Harvey  Ellis 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need  more  information  about  these  clinics, 
please  call  Don  Hicks  or  Harvey  Ellis  in  the  Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
E-mail  Don  at  dhicks@mbcb.org  or  Harvey  at  haellis@mbcb.ora 


August  14 

First  Baptist  Church ,  Greenville 
August  17 

First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 

7-9  p.m* 

Pre-registration  by  August  9 

featuring 

Larry  Garner,  author  of 
Five  Handles  for  Getting  a  Grip  on 
Your  Sunday  School.  " 

Larry  is  director  of  church  services  for  the  Metro  Baptist 
Association.  He  has  written  curriculum  materials  and  articles 
appearing  in  numerous  magazines. 

For  more  information  contact: 

David  Wills,  Sunday  School  Director,  dwillsftmbcb-org 
John  Clendinning,  General  Growth  Consultant,  jdrodinningftnht.org 
Sunday  School  Department,  1-800-748-1651 ,  or  968-3800  in  Jackson 


PRESCHOOLERS 

Age  3  (by  Sept.  1, 2000)  through  Pre-First 
September  16  from  10  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  at  Camp  Garaywa 
Cost:  $5  (includes  lunch) 

Bring  your  parents,  teachers,  caregivers  and  come  join  us  for 
crafts,  music  and  time  with  a  missionary! 


2000  mil  Tit  \l\l\fr 

tin  iuii  i.h\ih:ksiiii»  tisaimm. 


monday,  July  31 
Camp  Qatatpaa.  Clinbtt 
2:00  p.m. -1:30  p.m.  OX 
6:00  p.m. -8:30  p.  m. 


for  July  31  only 

•  Planning  for  an  incredible  WMU 
Church  Year 
Kay  Cassibry 

•  Women  Reaching  Women 

Page  Hughes 

•  Woman  to  Woman:  Preparing  Yourself 
to  Mentor 
Liz  McGraw 

•  The  Missions  Mosaic  Menu 

Kathy  Bums 


7Mp.rn.-9Mp.rn 


7Mp.m-9.Mpi 


CHRISTIAN  WOMEN’S  JOB  CORPS 

SikCootimahtJmmmg 

9*4)20-22 

Cnm*  /^Muiaa  Climiett 

MPWp  VMn  nrn 

For  registration  information,  contact  Tammy  Anderson 
WMU  Department,  MBCB 
at  1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  at  292-3323. 


XTfWjThTT] 

minimal. 

I  'Jim  a  * .  r s 

Name: _ 

Address: 


Missions  Explosion  Registration 

_ Phone: 


Association: _ Church: 

No.  Registering: _ Housing  Choice: _ 

Roomates  (if  applicable): _ 


Total  Cost:  $_ 


Meals  Only  (list  meals): _ Amt.  Enclosed:  $ _ 

Return  to:  State  WMU  Office,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  by  August  18 

Patterson  Place  Lodge  Guest  House  Meels  Only 

(includes  3  meals)  (includes  3  meals)  Breakfast  $4.50 

Double:  $46.50  each  $28.50  each  Lunch:  $5.50 

Triple:  $4 1.50  each  Dinner  $6.50 

Quad:  $36.50  each 


For  info:  Contact  Tammy  Anderson,  WMU  1-800-748-1651  or  1-601-292-3323 
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MR.  JOHN  FOX 

Visanai  Biserica  Baptist  Str.  SF.  Nicolae  80.,  Beltsy  279200  MOLDOVA 
Parents:  Thomas  &  Tammy,  General  Evangelism 


11-82 

MISS  ARIEL  AUSTIN  MASSEY 

871 1  Echo,  El  Paso,  TX  79904 

Parents:  Gregor  &  Karen,  Music  Promotion,  SERVE  IN  MIDDLE  AMERICA 


18-78 

MISS  SUMMERS  DUNAWAY 

WCC,  P  O  Box  1 205,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 

Parents:  Philip  &  Lara,  Theological  Education,  SERVE  IN  BRAZIL 

18-82 

MISS  APRIL  SMITH 

Aparado  207,  Huaraz,  PERU.  Parents:  Steve  &  Vidonia  Smith,  General  Evangelism 

22-87 

MR.  KYLE  JONES 

4,  bis,  Grande  Rue,  54420  Saulxures-Ies-Nancy,  FRANCE 
Parents:  Mike  &  Pam,  General  Evangelism 

25-79 

MR.  RYAN  KYZAR 

Mississippi  College,  Box  4281 ,  Clinton,  MS  39058 
Parents:  Music  Promotion,  SERVE  IN  RUSSIA 

25-86 

MISS  STEPHANIE  SMITH 

Apartado  207,  Huaraz,  PERU.  Parents:  Steve  &  Vidonia  Smith,  General  Evangelism 

27-83 

MISS  AMY  K.  LEE 

52-31  Matsumidar,  Ikoma-shi,  630-02,  JAPAN.  Parents:  Henry  &  Linda  ,  General  Evangelism 


9-95 

MISS  EMILY  HEWITT 

3331  Old  Canton  Road,  Jackson,  MS  39216 
Parents:  Ead  &  Mona,  Medicine,  SERVE  IN  WEST  AFRICA 


. 


July  28-August  10,  2000 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  -800-787-PRAY 


i  . . .  #$&&& 


'WJhert  ‘You  ‘Troy  -  'but  When  you  pray.  g o  into  your  room,  dose  the  boor  anb  pray  to  your  ' Father . 
Who  is  unseen.  'Chen  ‘Your  ' Father .  Who  sees  What  is  bone  in  secret.  Wilt  reWarb  you.  sknb  When 
you  pray,  bo  not  keep  on  babbling  like  pagans,  for  they  think  they  Will  be  hearb  because  of  their 
manif  Worbs.  'Oo  not  be  like  them,  for  your  'father  knoWs  What  you  neeb  before  you  ask  him. 

CWattheW  6:6-8  CNTV) 


Journeyman  Ashley  Hendrix  has 
completed  her  term  of  service 
as  a  teacher  at  Northside 
Christian  Academy  in  Mexico 
City.  Pray  that  God  will  bless 
her  as  she  seeks  His  will  for  her 
future  service. 


Per  endy,  a  group  of  Christians 
in  a  restricted-access  area  in 
Southeast  Asia  and  Oceania 
were  detained  by  authorities 
and  forced  to  sign  a  paper, 
recanting  their  faith.  Please 
pray  for  these  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  who  are  being  persecuted. 


For  (1)  IV  Centrifuge; 
Gulfshore  Assembly  (2)  A  Billy 
Graham  conference  on  world 
evangelism  called  "Amsterdam 
2000”  will  take  place  in  the 
Netherlands  on  July  20  through 
August  6.  Pray  for  the  leaders 
of  the  conference  and  all  who 
attend.  ■  *  %tr% 


Please  pray  for  "John,” 
"Daniel,"  and  "Kelly”  in 
Shanghai,  China.  These  three 
believers  worship,  fellowship 
and  study  the  Word  together. 
Each  is  involved  in  discipling 
other  believers.  Pray  for  their 
daily  protection  from  spiritual 
attack. 


I 


Ford)  Church  WMU 
Leadership  T  raining;  Camp 
Garaywa  (2)  A  partnership  is 
being  worked  out  between  the 
Ghana  Baptist  Seminary  and 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Pray 
that  their  cooperative  effort  will 
bring  glory  to  God  and  enhance 
His  kingdom  in  Ghana 

For  (1 )  Baptist  Building  Staff 
Planning  Week  (2)  Sam  Goins  is 
a  church  planting  missionary  in 
Williamsburg,  Va.  Pray  for  the 
smal  group  ministry  at  lames 
City  Community  Church.  Pray 
for  the  outreach  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  at  Williamsburg. 


For  (1)  Training  WMU  & 
Discipieship  Leaders  for  2001 ; 
Hattiesburg  (2)  Pray  for  the 
handful  of  Tunisian  couples 
who  are  seeking  to  live  for 
Christ  in  Tunisia. 


Large  government-owned  pub¬ 
lic  housing  estates  are  home  to 
most  of  Hong  Kong's  "grass¬ 
roots  people."  Baptist  represen¬ 
tatives  are  ministering  to  this 
segment  of  the  population. 

Pray  that  many  open  to  the 
gospel  will  be  found  in  these  40- 
story  buildings. 


For  (1)  Training  WMU  & 
Discipieship  Leaders  for  2001  ; 
Newton  (2)  Pray  today  for 
President  Festus  Mogae  of 
Botswana. 


I 


For  (1)  MK  Re-entry  Retreat; 
Camp  Garaywa  (2)  Severe 
flooding  in  the  Guizhou 
province  of  China  in  |uly  affect¬ 
ed  more  than  200,000  people. 
Pray  for  those  who  are  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  suffering.  Ask  God  to 
give  many  opportunities  for  wit¬ 
ness  to  those  recovering  from 
this  crisis. 


Last  August,  a  volunteer  team 
from  Florida  built  a  chapel  for  a 
church  and  sent  teams  to  the 
schools  in  Paulo  Afonso,  Bahia, 
Brazil,  to  share  Christ.  Over  200 
people  made  decisions,  including 
the  mayor  of  the  city.  He  invited 
the  team  to  return  again  this 
year.  Pray  that  their  witness  will 
result  in  many  decisions. 


Day  of  Prayer  for  World  Peace. 
Pray  especially  for  the  peace 
negotiations  going  on  between 
Israel  and  Lebanon  and  other 
parts  of  the  world.  It  seems  that 
something  is  constantly  hinder¬ 
ing  those  efforts. 


A  young  Kui  man  in  Thailand 
who  is  HIV-positive  has  given 
his  life  to  Christ  Now  he  is  fer¬ 
vently  sharing  his  faith  and 
being  dfecipled  by  his  local  pas¬ 
tor.  A  village  chief  gave  permis¬ 
sion  for  their  church  to  show 
the  "Jesus"  film.  Pray  that  those 
who  see  the  Mm  will  receive  its 
message  and  believe  in  Christ. 


Chah  ge  to  Build  has  a  30-year  history  of  assisting 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  reach  a  new  level  of  giving, 
and  has  raised  $32,308,346  from  1990-2000. 


Your  church  CAN  reach  its  goal: 

•  Debt  Retirement 

•  New  Worship  Center 
•  Family  Life  Center 
•  Educational  Buildings 
•  Other  Projects 


A  cost  shared  program  offered  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Stewardship  Department 
Contact  Jerry  Mixon,  Stewardship 
Director,  601-292-3347  or 
I  1-800-748-1651  ext.  347 


l-800-74f 

Chafli 


Bruce  Rector  is  collegiate  evan¬ 
gelism  missionary  in  Fairbanks, 
Alaska.  He  and  his  wife,  Cheryl, 
are  trying  to  decide  whether  she 
should  help  Bruce  foil- time  in 
the  development  of  a  ministry 
with  Native  American  students 
at  the  University  of  Alaska, 
Fairbanks.  Pray  for  them  as 
they  seek  God's  direction. 
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MISS  LAURA  WEBB 

Azcueraga  297,  3100  Parana,  E.R.,  ARGENTINA 
Parents:  Elvin  &  Janet,  General  Evangelism 


Recori 


Homecomings 


Creek  Church, 


Mission  team  from 


Freddie  Cook 
Jr.,  age  63,  dies 

Freddie  Cook  Jr.,  63,  died 
July  1 1  in  Gulfport.  Cook  was 
employed  at  Camp  Kittiwake, 
RA  camp  at  ^ 


Note  burning  at  First  Church,  Ripley 


Christian; 

Mississippi 
Baptist 
Convention 
Board 
(  M  B  C  B  ) , 

Jackson;  and 
retired  April 
2,1999  from 
G  u  I  fshore 
Baptist 
Assembly,  F’ass  Christian,  after 
37  years  of  service  with  the 
MBCB.  Funeral  services  were 
held  July  15  at  St.  Paul  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pass 
Christian  where  he  served  as 
church  treasurer  and  steward. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Edith  Dedeaux  Cook,  F^iss 
Christian;  daughters,  Florence 
Lang,  Frederica  Robinson, 
Desiree  Cook,  all  of  F*iss 
Christian;  and  Rachel  Ray, 
Gulfport;  sons,  Brian  Cook, 
Gautier;  Leo  Cook,  Gerald 
Cook,  and  Bryce  Cook,  Pass 
Christian;  brother,  John  Gilbert 
Cook,  fass  Christian;  and  1? 
grandchildren. 


Sardis,  Morton:  Aug.  6;  Sunrise,  Pearl:  homecom- 

10:30  a.m.;  Wayne  Adams,  for-  ing  and  100  years;  Aug.  6; 
mer  pastor,  guest  speaker;  cov-  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 
ered  dish  lunch  at  noon  in  fel-  ship,  11  a.m.;  dinner  on  the 
lowship  hall;  singing  in  after-  grounds;  afternoon  song  ser- 
noon  with  locals  and  The  vice;  Carlton  Burnett,  former 

Living  Water  as  guest;  John  C.  pastor,  and  Rell  Webber,  for- 
Purvis,  pastor.  mer  music  minister,  will  be 

leading  in  worship;  call  the 
First,  Raleigh:  Aug.  6;  wor-  church  at  (601)  583-1850  for 
ship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  dinner  more  information, 
at  noon;  Hues  ton  Adkins,  guest 

speaker;  O.  Lyn  Nations,  pastor.  Ebenezer  (Holmes):  July  30; 

_ I -  11  a.m.  service  and  lunch  in 

Fall  Fling  fellowship  hall;  Gene 

„  .*• _ _ •  Richardson,  guest  speaker; 

Branson,  Missouri  Billy  Barron,  pastor. 

October  18-21 

3  nights  lodging,  3  breakfasts,  Antioch,  Columbus:  July 
3  dinners,  1  train  with  lunch,  30;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 

4  shows,  and  1  attraction.  worship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 

Total  cost  per  person:  u"ch  in  fellowship  hall;  and 

„„  1:30  p.m.  praise  service;  the 

n  1  .  k  Qor,tomk/ir  intVi  Vega  family  will  be  minister- 

‘"I  “d  'es«- 

Firs,  ■gttO-d. d-e, 


Cook 


Retired  Ministers  Retreat 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  and  Glorieta, 

A  LifeWay  Conference  Center. 
Glorieta,  New  Mexico 


September  25-29,  2000 


For  all  Baptist  ministerial  retirees, 
church-related  or  denominational 
service,  even  those  continuing  in 
ministry  and  for  spouses  also. 
Afternoons  are  free  for  sightseeing, 
fellowshipping,  napping,  etc... 

•  New  friends  •  Quality  food 

•  Wonderful  singing  •  Blissful  scenery 

•  Friends  of  years  past  •  Refreshingly  cool 

weather 

Special  Events: 

•  Meaningful  Bible  Study 
with  BO  Baker 

•  Motivational  Worship  with 
William  M.  Pinson,  Jr. 

•  Music:  Dick  Baker  with  Bill 
Hanson,  organ 


Travel  with  Tom  Larrimore 

Personally  escorted  by  Tom. 


Holy  Land  10  days 

Dec.  27,  2000  -  Jan.  5,  2001 

with  optional  4  days  extention 
cruise  the  Nile  -  Luxor  and  Aswan 


Tom  Larrimore 
1 1 56  Winnrose  St. 
Jackson,  MS  3921 1 
(Local)  956-1891 
(Toll  Free)  1-877-869-7614 
Email: 

TLarrimorl@cs.com 


Experience  Counts! 

Tom  has  made  more 
than  30  overseas  trips. 


make  your  reservations 


The  Baptist  Record 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 

from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Editor's  note: 

The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  annual  meeting 
occurred  more  than  a  month 
and  a  half  ago,  and  The  Baptist 
Record  has  printed  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  letters  sufficient  for  most 
opinions  on  that  subiect  to  be 
expressed.  When  the  letters  cur¬ 
rently  in  the  aueue  as  of  July  27 
are  exhausted,  no  further  letters 
dealing  with  the  annual  meeting 
will  be  printed. 

NOT  DEGRADED 

Editor: 

Having  read  Richard 
Green's  letter  (Should  Gender 
Matter?)  in  the  June  22  issue  of 
The  Baptist  Record,  I  feel  quali¬ 
fied  to  respond  because  I  am  a 
Southern  Baptist  woman. 
Gender  does  matter,  because 
God  stated  so  in  his  Word  to  us. 

I  am  an  educated  profession¬ 
al,  pastor's  wife,  and  was  a 
messenger  to  the  2000  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Orlando 
this  past  June.  When  the  issue 
of  women  in  the  pastorate  was 
presented,  I  along  with  many  of 
my  Baptist  sisters  cast  my  bal¬ 
lot  in  favor  of  the  updated 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message. 

I  felt  in  no  way  degraded  or 
threatened  by  this  statement. 
God  has  all  authority  to  specify 
in  his  Word  who  can  or  cannot 
pastor  his  church  regardless  of 
what  our  current  society  thinks. 

I  am  thankful  to  the  men  that 
God  has  called  as  our  Southern 
Baptist  pastors  and  husbands, 
ana  I  do  not  envy  them  their 
jobs,  responsibilities,  or  standing. 

Mr.  Green,  I  respectfully  ask, 
if  you  have  disagreement  with 
our  "beloved  convention"  as 
far  back  as  the  Civil  War,  why 
do  you  remain  a  Southern 
Baptist? 

Tina  Smithey  Cooper 

Ackerman 


DOES  GOD  CALL  WOMEN? 
Editor: 

My  letter  is  in  response  to 
the  letters  of  those  giving  their 
support  for  women  preachers 
in  foe  June  22  and  29  issues  of 
The  Baptist  Record. 

Does  God  call  women  to 
preach?  This  question  is  contro¬ 
versial  and  many  people  avoid 
the  question  by  being  indifferent, 
or  go  by  modem  opinion  with¬ 
out  searching  the  Scriptures. 

This  matter  cannot  be  settled 
by  opinion,  observation,  or 
logic.  There  is  only  one  place  to 
settle  this  question  of  whether 
or  not  God  wants  a  woman  to 
preach.  That  is  by  the  Word  of 
God  itself! 

1  Tim.  2.T1-14  says,  "Let  the 


women  learn  in  silence  with  all 
subjection,  but  I  suffer  not  a 
woman  to  teach,  nor  usurp 
authority  over  the  man,  but  to  be 
in  silence.  For  Adam  was  first 
formed,  then  Eve.  And  Adam 
was  not  deceived,  but  the 
woman  being  deceived  was  in 
foe  transgression."  Paul  did  not 
allow  any  women  preachers  or 
women  teachers,  nor  any  women 
to  have  authority  over  men  in  foe 
New  Testament  churches. 

We  know  well  that  God  does 
not  want  Christian  women  to 
remain  silent  outside  foe  mixed 
public  service  because  of  what 
the  Bible  says  about  women  in 
Titus  2:3-4,  2  Tim.  1:5,  Prov. 
30:17  and  6:20,  and  other  Bible 
references. 

Many  godly  women  are 
mentioned  in  the  New 
Testament.  They  were  often  as 
well-trained,  devout,  and  well- 
instructed  as  the  men.  The  Bible 
does  not  forbid  women  to  pray, 
sing,  or  testify. 

Bennett  Blanton 

Houston 


STAND  BEHIND  SBC 
Editor: 

Sometimes  when  our  chil¬ 
dren  want  to  do  something,  and 
we  say  no,  they  ask,  "Why  not?" 
If  we  don't  have  time  to  explain 
then  or  they  are  so  mad  they 
aren't  listening  anyway,  we  may 
say  simply,  "Because  I  say  so." 

God  may  deal  with  us  in  foe 


same  manner  when  we  ask, 
"Why  not?"  He  made  us,  and 
he  made  foe  rules  by  which  we 
function  best.  These  rules  are 
for  our  benefit  and  our  security. 
They  don't  change  with  the 
times.  They  don't  move  with 
foe  wind  or  shift  with  the  polit¬ 
ical  flow.  They  are  absolutes. 
God  could  say,  "Do  this 
because  I  say  so,  and  this  is  foe 
way  you  function  best."  (He 
did  say,  "If  you  love  me,  keep 
my  commandments.") 

Some  of  these  absolutes  that 
men  (and  women)  are  trying  to 
change  today  are:  Honor  your 
parents  and  foe  elderly  (Ex.  20:12; 
1  Tim.  5);  don't  divorce  foe  wife 
(or  husband)  of  your  youth  (Mai. 
2:14-16);  don't  kill  (or  abort)  your 
children  (Lev.  18:21;  Jer.  32:35); 
don't  be  homosexual  (1  Cor.  6:9- 
10);  women,  be  submissive  to 
your  own  husband  (Col.  3:18; 
IPet.  3:1;  Tit.  2:5);  women,  don't 
be  pastors  (1  Tim.  2:12). 

I'm  thankful  that  our  con¬ 
vention  is  standing  for  these 
absolutes.  Let's  stand  behind 
them  instead  of  wanting  what 
seems  right  in  our  own  eyes. 

_  Why?  Because  God  says  so. 

Carol  Davis 

Shannon 


BEING  SELECTIVE 
Editor: 

I  notice  in  your  July  13  issue 
there  were  five  letters  support¬ 
ing  foe  SBC  leaders.  Twenty 


years  ago,  I  would  have  agreed 
with  them.  However,  under  the 
influence  of  foe  Holy  Spirit,  I 
have  come  to  see  foe  truth.  I 
know  that  the  word  "prophesy" 
means  primarily  to  preach  or 
speak  forth.  Philip  had  daugh¬ 
ters  who  preached.  Peter  says  in 
Acts  that  your  sons  and  daugh¬ 
ters  will  preach.  Rules  are  given 
concerning  women  who  preach. 
God  chose  women  such  as 
Huldah  to  speak  for  him. 

I  could  go  on  and  on.  The 
point  is,  whether  or  not  women 
should  preach  is  a  matter  of  inter¬ 
pretation.  People  who  insist  on 
their  interpretation,  have  placed 
it  ahead  or  Jesus.  Therefore,  they 
have  virtually  made  an  idol  of 
their  interpretation. 

I  wonder  when  they  will 
deal  with  what  the  Bible  says 
about  women  braiding  their 
hair  or  wearing  jewelry  and 
fine  clothes?  When  will  we  start 
stoning  or  fasting  or  plucking 
out  eyes  which  offend?  Surely 
we  aren't  going  to  be  selective 
in  our  interpretations. 

Ray  A  Thompson 

Jackson 


'OLE  TIME  RELIGION' 
Editor: 

Praise  the  Lord  for  the 
Christian  conservatives  who 
had  foe  courage  to  stand  up 
and  vote  against  women  being 

continued  on  page  9 


Mose  Dangerfield,  retired  minister,  dies 


Mose  Dangerfield  of  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  and 
Clinton,  69,  a  retired  minister.  First  Church,  Biloxi. 


died  of  cancer  July  16  at  home 

Services  were  held 
July  18  at  First  Church, 
Clinton,  with  burial  in 
County  Line  Cemetery, 
Kosciusko. 

Dangerfield  was  a 
native  of  Moncks 
Comer,  S.  C.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Berkeley 
High  School  in  Moncks 
Comer,  foe  University 
of  South  Carolina,  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 


ie.  Dangerfield  served  as  adult 
consultant  in  the 
Sunday  School  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB),  from 
1977  until  1983  when  he 
became  director  of  foe 
Discipleship  and  Family . 
Ministry  Department  of 
foe  MBCB.  He  was  a 
Dangerfield  Marine  veteran  of  foe 
Koreart  War. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he 


He  served  as  minister  of  was  serving  as  music  director 
education  and  music  at  First  of  Ogden  Church,  Bentonia. 
Church,  Frisco  City,  Ala.;  West  Survivors  include  his  wife 
Jackson  Church,  Jackson;  and  Kathleen;  daughters,  Judy 
First  Church,  Camden,  S.  C.  He  Boggan  of  Crystal  Springs,  and 
was  also  minister  of  education  Janice  Dangerfield  of  Jackson; 

LifeWay’s  Exclusive  Bus  Source 
CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 


brother,  Freddie  Dangerfield, 
Moncks  Comer,  S.C.;  and  one 

grandchild,  Sarah  Kaitlyn 

oeean. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to 
First  Church,  Clinton,  or  Ogden 
Church,  Bentonia. 


Bryan 

Thanksgiving 
Holy  Land 

Tour 

. 

Tel  Aviv,  Tiberias,  Gaililee, 
Jerusalem,  Jericho,  and 
Masada  (An  all-inclusive, 
deluxe  tour) 

Movember  17-25,  2000 
$2,485.00  from  Atlanta 


(800)  370-6180  I  “Only  a  few  places  left.' 


Ronnie  Cotttngham  ♦  Music  Evangelist 


r 


Remaining  Available  Dates  for  2000: 

The  weeks  beginning  Sept  3, 

Sept.  10,  Oct  22,  and  Nov.  26. 

Also  scheduling  Christmas  concerts  and  2001  dates! 

.  Call  today  toll  free  1-888-391-7760 
or  visit  our  website  at: 
www.ronniecottingham.com 


“RAISED  ROOF”  VANS 
IN  STOCK 

•  Center  Aisle 

•  Low  First  Step 

•  2/1  Seating 

•  Bucket  Seats 


2000  Model:  $34,000  (New)  *  Bucket  Seats 
1999  Model:  $29,900  (Low  Miles)  *  More  headroom 
1998  Model:  $28^00  (Low  Miles)  •  15  Passengers 

•  No  CDL  required 


I  For  more 

information  contact 

Bryan  Tours 

1929  Dunbarton  Drive 
Jackson,  MS  39216 
Phone:  (601)981-1345 
(800)647-5296 

E-mail: 

bryantours@aol.com 


The  Baptist  Record 


continued  from  page  8  my  lifetime,  when  only  parts  of 

the  Bible  are  believed  true  and 
the  rest  is  disregarded.  It  amazes 
me  how  anyone  could  interpret 
Scripture  to  mean  that  women 
are  to  be  ordained  as  pastors  of  a  SBt  leadership 
local  church.  There  are  many  absence  on  the  committee  whicK 
areas  in  local  churches,  conven-  wrote  the  new  Baptist  Faith  and 
tions,  and  mission  fields  where  Message  • 
women  can  serve.  In  fact,  if  it  T 
wasn't  for  many  dedicated  Maybe 
women  in  these  places  of  ser-  P 

vice,  God's  work  would  be  left  response  of  other  state  conven- 
undone!  Why  should  we  let  the  tions  like  Texas  in  order  to  get  us 
women's  liberation  movement  beyond  the  politics  and  back  into 
in  the  world  become  a  guide  for  the  battle  against  the  true  enemy: 

GROUNDS  FOR  LAWSUIT  the  local  church?  Satan.  The  time  for  our  distrac- 

It  is  my  prayer  that  our  tion  needs  to  come  to  an  end! 
churches,  conventions,  gnd  John  J.  McGraw  THANKS  FOR  SUPPORT 

mission  boards  will  stick  to  the  Ellisville 

inspired  Word  of  God  and  quit  Editor: 

adding  to  or  taking  away  that  Since  our  church  burner 

which  isn't  ours  to  add  to  or  BIRTHDAY  PLANNED  Jan.  17  I  have  been  o 

take  away.  whelmed  by  the  love  and 

Martha  J.  Harris  Editor:  port  shown  us  from  so  n 

Mt.  Olive  Gore  Springs  Church  in  directions.  Immediately  i 

Grenada  County  is  planning  a  the  fire,  Charles  A.  Fii 
45th  birthday  celebration  offered  the  full  use  of  the  f> 
END  DISTRACTIONS  October  22.  We  are  trying  to  get  ties  of  the  Wright  and  Fergi 

locations  and  addresses  of  for-  Funeral  Home  in  Raymonc 
Editor:  mer  members,  pastors,  and  Wynndale  Church  has  e 

Another  Southern  Baptist  families  in  order  to  mail  an  us  beautiful  pews.  Van  W 
Convention  (SBC)  annual  meet-  invitation  to  them.  If  you  know  Church  opened  their  hearts 
ing  is  history  and  like  most  oth-  the  whereabouts  of  any  of  the  and  have  given  us  so  muc 
ers  for  the  past  20  years,  the  out-  family  members  of  deceased  they  made  their  move  to 
come  was  less  than  positive.  No  pastors  listed  below,  please  new  location.  Hinds  Commi 
matter  which  side  of  the  issues  send  information  to  P.O.  Box  College  (HCC),  Raymond,  o 
one  believes,  the  controversy  has  29,  Gore  Springs,  MS  38929-  ed  many  of  their  facilities  t 
been  distracting  from  our  main  0029:  Lynton  B.  Cooper;  J.A.  and  the  BSU  near  the  HCC  « 
STICK  TO  THE  WORD  mission  of  sharing  the  Gospel.  McCain;  and  H.S.  Rogers.  pus  allowed  the  use  of  their 

Letters  to  the  editor  pour  in  sup-  Peggy  Gillon  ities  for  Sunday  School 

Editor:  porting  all  views.  Meanwhile,  Gore  Springs  Children's  Church.  C 

I  am  a  child  of  God,  saved  by  the  rift  grows  wider.  churches  and  individuals 

grace  through  faith  in  Jesus  Only  a  handful  (compara-  given  love  offerings  and  wi 

Christ,  and  a  pastor's  wife  for  tively)  of  Mississippi  Baptists  OBSERVE  ANNIVERSARIES  very  thankful  to  each  one  of 

40  years.  I  am  a  Southern  attend  the  convention,  but  what  The  week  of  June  14-17,  s 

Baptist  by  choice,  and  I  happens  there  does  affect  us  Editor:  al  churches  came  togethi 

applaud  our  Southern  Baptist  significantly.  Despite  an  unop-  At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  begin  to  help  us  name  u] 
Convention  for  its  recent  stand  posed  platform  for  convincing  Southern  Baptist  Historical  bunding.  Don  Hardin,  past 
on  women  pastors.  It  appears  messengers  and  others  that  Society  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  Kolola  Springs  Ch 
we  have  many  pastors  or  over-  their  views  are  ''of  God,”  the  the  Mississippi.  Baptist  Caledonia,  led  this  group  of 
seers  in  our  conventions  who  SBC  leadership  quickly  takes  to  Historical  Commission  (MBHC)  30  men.  The  other  churches 
only  believe  parts  of  the  Bible,  the  media  after  each  action  to  was  commended  for  the  support  New  Salem  Church 
God's  inspired  Word.  It  is  time  explain  what  "the  Bible  says"  provided  Mississippi  Baptist  Caledonia  Church,  Caled 
that  pastors  get  off  the  fence  about  a  wide  variety  of  agenda  Convention  churches  in  cele-  Community  Church,  Colun 
and  either  stand  for  the  Lord,  issues.  Meanwhile,  the  rest  of  us  brating  significant  anniversaries,  and  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jac 
nr  Qii  Hnwn  and  keen  auiet  do  our  best  to  downplay  the  In  2000,  there  are  43  Most  of  foe  framing  was  don 


has  done  its  best  to  keep  us  out  from  extant  sources  in  the 
of  foe  fracas  and  focused  on  our  library.  The  celebrants  find  foe 
true  mission.  However,  with  an  Historical  Highlights  very 
amazing  lack  of  Mississippi  helpful,  according  to  feedback 
Baptist  representation  in  the  we  receive  from  foern. 

SBC  leadership  —  including  If  other  churches  have  cele¬ 
brations  planned,  please  notify 
the  Commission  office  and  we 
^  ;  —  how*  can  we  help  will  assist  in  any  practical  way. 
but  be*significantly  distracted?  The  anniversary  celebration  is  an 
Maybe  it's  time  for  ideal  time  to  reflect  on  what  has 
Mississippi  Baptists  to  study  foe  been  accomplished  by  foe  com¬ 
mitted  members  in  years  past. 
Edward  McMillan,  exec.  sec. 
Miss.  Bapt.  Historical  Comm. 
Clinton 


pastors.  It  makes  me  sick  to  see 
a  woman  dressed  like  a  man 
get  up  in  the  pulpit  and  lead  in 
prayer,  let  alone  preach. 

Can  you  imagine  a  man  get¬ 
ting  up  dressed  in  women's 
clothes  preaching?  God  forbid! 

Read  Duet.  22:5  for  the 
answer.  Give  me  foe  "Ole  Time 
Religion"  any  day. 

Louise  Oaom 
Jackson 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Editor: 

Shortly  after  I  graduated 
from  Southwestern  Seminary 
there  was  a  job  opening  at  a 
hospital  in  Jackson  for  a  chap¬ 
lain.  When  I  tried  to  apply  I 
found  there  was  a  prerequisite 
requirement  of  pastoring  a 
church.  This  kept  all  female 
seminary  graduates  from  being 
able  to  apply  for  the  position.  I 
am  glad  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  finally  put  their 
position  in  writing.  It  will  make 
it  easier  in  foe  future  for  female 
seminary  graduates  to  win  a 
lawsuit  against  hospitals. 

Rhonda  Farrior 

Meridian 


Jesus  Christ 


‘Requests  the  Jfonor/ 
of  your ‘Presence  L 
in  Ofeaven!  m 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned .) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising 
Include  nam^  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads.  ONLY 


15-2002. 


PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  GROUPS  CALL  KELLER'S  COUNTRY 


CFI 

steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  DORM  RESORT,  Eureka  Springs, 
ALA.  1  -800-830-0583^  for  excellent  seats  at  The  Great  Pa 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  Stained  Glass  Play,  plus  lodging,  recreation. 
Studio:  Custom  church  windows,  meals,  all  for  just  $36  each!  D< 

Columbus  -  toll  free  1  -877-477-1 899.  1  -800-859-8952. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  NEED-  CHILDHOOD  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR 

ED.  Send  resume  to:  Providence  Baptist  NEEDED.  Pleasse  send  resume  to 
Church,  c/o  Dicky  Taylor,  301  Fayette  Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church,  201 
Davis  Avenue,  Cleveland,  \JS  38732.  Morrison  Drive,  Clinton  39056  or  fax  to 
FAST  GROWING  CHURCH  in  Byram  601 -924-5622,  Attn:  Jennifer, 
looking  for  education  and  music  sec  re-  SMALL  CHURCH  IN  SOUTH  MS 
tary  with  extensive  computer  skills.  This  SEEKS  PASTOR.  Send  resume  to: 
person  must  be  proficient  in  desktop  Neely  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  304, 

publishing  and  WordPerfect.  Training  in  Neely,  MS  39461 . _ 

Shelby  Systems  is  preferred.  Send  OPENING  FOR  EXPERIENCED 
resume  to  Keith  Duncan,  6737  Siwell  PIANIST  at  Southside  Baptist  Church, 
Rd.,  Jackson,  MS  39212.  lackson.  If  you  want  to  use  your  talent 

PIANIST  NEEDED  at  Kreole  Avenue  for  the  Lord's  work  in  our  community, 
Baptist  Church,  Moss  Point.  Call  228-  please  call  Bill  at  601  -974-2300  (day)  or 
475-1306.  601-372-4773  (evening). 


NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  -  100%  HNANCMG 

EXPERT  WORK  •  BIG  SAVINGS 

•  ROOM  ADDITIONS 

•  sunroom  rvc  A 

•BATH-DEN  CIklin.1  '',>00 

CALL  1-888-373-0054 
PAY-less  Home  Improvements 


•  I 


f 


CWJC  to  hold 
training 

Christian  Women's  Job 
Corps  (CWJC)  of  Central 
Mississippi  is  offering  a  service 
opportunity  for  women  who 
care  enough  about  others  to 
invest  themselves  in  relation¬ 
ships.  CWJC  Mentor  Training 
will  be  held  Aug.  18-19  at 
Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton.  The 
entire  training  will  include  two 
three-hour  sessions  beginning 
on  Friday  at  6  p.m.,  ana 
Saturday  at  9  a.m. 

Anyone  interested  in 
becoming  a  CWJC  mentor,  or 
to  register  for  CWJC  Mentor 
Training,  should  contact 
Donna  Foster  at  (601)  924- 
4323  or  Sandra  Nash  at  (601) 
924-9205. 

For  more  information  about 
CWJC,  contact  Tammy 
Anderson,  WMU  Department 
at  (601)  292-3323  or  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  323." 


Bethesda,  Crawford:  July  30- 

Aug.  4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Charles 
Whitney,  Caledonia,  evangelist; 
Pam  Tomlinson  and  Gypsy 
Gray,  music;  James  K. 
Hutcherson,  pastor. 

Springfield,  Natchez:  July 
26-30;  50th  anniversary;  Wed.- 
Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  Sunday 
School  at  9:45  a.m.,  worship,  11 
a.m.,  and  noon  meal;  speakers 
are  Marvin  Cobb,  Wed.;  Michael 
Townsend,  Thurs.;  Glenn 
Mullens,  Fri.;  Ralph  Marshall, 
Sat.;  and  Barry  Wilkinson, 
Sunday  morning;  Ivy  Butler, 
music;  Gene  Rowland,  pastor. 

Thom  Hill,  Pelahatchie:  July 
30-Aug.  2;  7  p.m.;  Glen  Allen, 
Richland,  will  nold  the  services; 
Bobby  Tagert,  interim  pastor. 

Providence,  Meadville:  July 
30-  Aug.  4;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Bob  Lynch,  evange¬ 
list;  Clay  Campbell,  music; 
Cletus  Moak,  pastor. 

First,  Lauderdale:  July  30- 
Aug.  2;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.  each  night;  James  Young, 
evangelist;  Jerry  Bishop,  pastor. 

Siloam  (Golden  Triangle): 

July  30-Aug.  4;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.  with  lunch  at  noon; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  A1  Gaspard, 
Houston,  evangelist;  Ray  Walker, 
Pontotoc,  music  evangelist; 
Walter  Simmons,  pastor. 

First  Church  of  Sharon 
(Jones):  July  30-Aug.  2;  David 
Grumbach,  Petal,  evangelist; 
Bobby  Sanderson,  Columbus, 
music;  Bob  Sanderson,  interim 
pastor. 


Sardis,  Morton:  Aug.  7-11; 
7:30  p.m.;  Timothy  Robertson, 
evangelist;  Tim  Canterbury, 
music;  John  C.  Purvis,  pastor. 

Providence,  Grenada:  Aug 
6-11;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Robert  Clark, 
evangelist;  Don  Montgomery, 
music;  Harvey  Springer,  pastor. 

Oak  Vale  (Lawrence):  July 
30-Aug.  4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  lunch  with  a  concert 
by  Steve  Walker,  Pinola,  at  1:30 

&m.;  Mon-Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Clay 
lancelor.  Stonewall,  evange¬ 
list;  Steve  Walker,  music;  Randy 
Gardner,  pastor. 

First,  Lake:  July  30-Aug.  2; 
Sunday  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Jerry 
Barlow,  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
evangelist;  Brad  and  Joy 
Johnson,  Brookhaven,  music; 
Ken  McLemore,  pastor. 


Mount 
Vernon 
Church, 

Lauderdale 
Association, 
recently  held 
deacon  ordi¬ 
nation  for 
Ken  Merrell 
and  William 
Nelson. 

Pictured 
(from  left)  are 
Scott 
Culpepper, 

&a  s  t  o  r  ; 

elson;  -  „ 

Merrell;  and  Culpeppei 
Bobby 

Beasley,  chairman  of  deacons. 


Unity,  Georgetown:  Aug.  3- 
6;  7  p.m.;  praise  and  worship 
service  will  be  held  to  kick  orf 
the  revival  on  Sunday  night, 
July  31;  Calvin  ana  Renae 

Odom  and  Eugene  Simms  will 
lead  the  music  for  the  service; 
Jerome  McLendon,  message;  A 
meal  will  be  served  following 
the  service. 

Antioch  (Itawamba):  Aug. 
6-10;  7  p.m.;  Charlie  Cooper, 
Rienzi,  evangelist;  Clyde 

Robbins,  music;  James 

Rutledge,  pastor. 

Furrs,  Pontotoc:  Aug.  6-9; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  each 
night;  Lee  Gardner,  evangelist; 
Joe  Herndon,  interim  pastor. 

Shiloh,  Big  Creek:  July  30- 
Aug.  2;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 

&m.  Mon.-Wed.;  Johnny 

earn,  pastor,  speaker;  Charles 
Brasher,  Big  Creek,  music. 


Culpepper,  Nelson,  Merrell,  and  Beasley 


Concord,  Yazoo  City:  Aug.  6- 
9;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  followed  by 
covered-dish  meal  in  fellowship 
hall  and  1:30  p.m.  service;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  John  D. 
Hendrix,  Clinton,  evangelist; 
Major  McDaniel,  Clinton, 
music;  James  F.  Yates,  pastor. 

New  Hope  (Webster):  Aug. 
6-9;  services  will  be  held  eacn 
day  at  10:30  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Billy  Lee  Foley,  New  Albany, 
evangelist;  Larry  Bratton, 
Calhoun  City,  music;  Brattons 
will  give  a  concert  Sunday  at 
6:15  p.m.;  Bemette  Fielder, 
pastor. 

Little  Bahala  (Lincoln): 

Aug.  13-16;  Sunday,  homecom¬ 
ing,  10:50  a.m.,  lunch,  and  after¬ 
noon  singing  with  Roland  and 
Erma  Jean  Ross;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 

{>.m.;  Dale  Authement,  evange- 
ist;  Tom  and  Willa  Moak, 
music;  Eric  Naquin,  pastor. 


First  Church,  Picayune, 

licensed  Dustin  Stockstill  to  the 
ministry  on  July  9.  Stockstill  is  a 
graduate  of  William  Carey 
College  and  is  currently  serving 
as  associate  BSU  director  of 
Pearl  River  Community  College 
and  interim  minister  to  students 
at  First  Church,  Richton. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Stockstill 
and  Bill  Hardin,  pastor. 

Good  Hope  Church,  Purvis, 
ordained  Larry  Geiger,  Sonny 
Williford,  and  Blake  Barnes  as 
deacons,  June  18.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  John  E.  Watts,  pastor; 
Geiger;  Williford;  and  Barnes. 


. . — _  Counseling 

First  CHmch,  Jackson 

I  read  your  recent  response  to 
the  woman  who  felt  that  her  pastor 
made  a  pass  at  her  during  counsel¬ 
ing.  I  feel  you  may  not  have  been 
completely  on  target  in  your 
answer.  I  nave  been  responsible  for 
developing  a  program  to  deal  with 
such  problems,  and  l  think  you 
failed  to  consider  a  third  option  — 
that  the  pastor  was  innocent.  Most 
pastors  are  very  cautious  about  sit¬ 
uations  such  as  you  described. 
However,  l  do  agree  that  it  might 
be  for  the  best  for  the  lady  to  "move 
on."  Most  pastors  in  that  situation 
keep  a  door  open  to  the  church  sec¬ 
retary's  office  or  bring  in  a  second 
party.  I  would  also  luce  to  suggest 
that  an  article  might  be  run  inThe 
Baptist  Record  giving  “how  to" 
information  for  churches. 

Thank  you  for  your  sugges¬ 


tions.  In  my  mentioning  the 
vulnerable  situation  the 
woman  was  encountering,  I 
meant  to  imply  that  the  pastor 
could  be  innocent.  I  also  agree 
that  a  "how  to"  article  —  or  a 
seminar  —  would  be  appropri¬ 
ate  for  churches  and  others.  In 
today's  world  it  is  essential  that 
we  be  as  "wise  as  serpents  and 
gentle  as  doves"  (Matt.  10:16). 


The  “love  light"  in  our  mar¬ 
riage  went  out  Tong  ago.  I  have  to 
beg  my  husband  to  take  me  out  for 
dinner  or  a  movie.  How  can  we 
reignite  the  spark? 

Start  by  determining  when 
the  light  went  out.  Think  about 
the  good  times:  what  was  hap¬ 
pening,  and  what  were  you 


doing  that  made  you  happy  in 
your  marriage?  It  may  seem 
simplistic,  but  commit  to  do 
those  things  again  for  at  least 
21  days  —  which  studies  show 
is  the  length  of  time  it  takes  to 
make  or  break  a  habit.  Talk 
with  your  pastor  or -Christian 
counselor  about  attending  a 
marriage  enrichment  seminar. 
Stay  active  in  Sunday  School 
and  church.  Be  ready  for  resis¬ 
tance  from  your  husband,  and 
maybe  even  anger.  Don't  be  a 
doormat,  but  do  fulfill  the  bib¬ 
lical  responsibility  of  a  wife. 
Pray  for  your  marriage.  He 
will  probably  not  meet  you 
halfway  for  a  while,  but  when 
he  starts  to  come  around,  posi¬ 
tively  acknowledge  his  con¬ 
duct.  Be  an  affirmer  and 
encourager  —  and  be  patient. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  In  central  Mississippi,  Ron  Mumbower  can  be  heard  from  9-10  a.m.  each  Wednesday  on  WHJT-FM  93.5. 
Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Watts,  Geiger,  Williford,  and  Bames 
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Life  and  Work 

What's  right 
and  what's  wrong? 

Ps.  9:7-8;  19:7-11;  Ez.  18:1-4, 19-20;  Rom.  2:14-15 


the  problem. 


God's  standards  are  best  for 

us  (Ps.  19:7-11).  This  passage  God  holds  us  accountable 
describes  the  awesomeness  of  (Ez.  18:1-4;  19-20).  Within  this 

text  is  the  bold  proclamation 
that  all  people  are  individually 
rienced  by  those  who  live  as  he  accountable  to  God.  No  one  can 
intends.  blame  anyone  else  or  any  other 

God's  perfect  law  revives  the  factors  for  their  moral  failures. 
\  is  trustworthy,  makes  the  Ultimately,  each  person  will 
most  simple-minded  wise,  answer  to  God  for  themselves, 
gives  joy  to  the  heart,  and  light  This  truth  should  cause  you  to 
to  the  eyes.  God's  design  is  that  consider  your  ways  and 
grab  hold  of  him  and  let  go  encourage  you  to  draw  near  to 
of  ourselves  not  only  in  spiritu-  God,  for  he  will  draw  near  to 
al  matters  but  also  in  the  every-  you  and  guide  you  in  his  ways. 

CS.  Lewis  wrote  that  "it  is 
after  you  have  realised  that  you 
have  broken  the  law  that  there  is 
a  real  Moral  Law,  and  a  Power 
fix  the  prob-  behind  the  law,  and  that  you  have 
lem  and  enable  you  to  experience  broken  that  law  and  put  yourself 
y  of  life  as  Goa  intend-  wrong  with  that  Power  —  it  is 
are  a  believer  and  have  after  all  this,  and  not  a  moment 
itest  "pebble"  of  sooner,  that  Christianity  begins  to 
talk.  When  you  know  you  are 
sick,  you  will  listen  to  the  doctor." 
dard.  The  conscience  merely  dered  useless  from  their  full  (Mere  Christianity,  pg.  38-39). 
gives  witness  to  the  fact  that  potential  as  designed  by  the  Loving  is  minister  of  youth  at 
mere  is  a  standard  set  by  God.  Maker.  The  Creator  alone  can  fix  Oak  Hill  Church,  Poplarville. 


are  best  for  us,  and  God 

holds  us  accountable.  God,  his  standard  for  all  peo- 

God's  standards  apply  pie,  and  the  abundant  life  expe- 
to  all  people  (Ps.  9:7-8; 

Rom.  2:14-15).  These  scrip¬ 
tures  reveal  that  God  has 
established  a  right  and  just  soul, 
way  and  will  judge  people 

your  life.  This  alone  Loving  based  on  his  standard, 
provides  meaning  to  Futhermore,  we  find 

life,  assures  us  of  a  clear  con-  that  God  has  created  within  all  we 
science,  and  enables  us  to  avoid  people  a  sense  of  moral  respon- 
God's  judgement.  sibility  (conscience  bears  wit- 

Oswald  Chambers  wrote  that  ness)  and  by  what  is  "written  day  practical  matters  of  life. 
"God  nowhere  holds  a  man  on  their  hearts"  even  when  If  you  are  an  unbeliever,  all  the 
:iples  and  stan-  responsible  for  having  inherited  they  do  not  have  the  law  of  tires  on  your  car,  so  to  speak,  are 
Toly  Creator,  he  the  disposition  of  sin  any  more  God's  Word.  Unbelievers  can  flat  because  of  sin.  Only  Jesus  ini- 
wingly  demands  than  he  is  held  responsible  for  merely  let  their  consciences  be  tially  and  daily  can  f 
follow  his  way.  being  bom....  God  holds  each  their  guide  in  moral  matters.  L„ 

No  one  can  win  favor  with  one  responsible  for  not  allowing  However,  by  the  supernatural  the 
God  or  even  live  up  to  his  moral  Jesus  Christ  to  deliver  him  from  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  ed. 
standards  within  themselves,  the  wrong  disposition  when  he  life  of  a  person  who  has  placed  let  even  the  slight 
Following  God's  way  means  sees  that  mat  is  what  He  came  to  their  faitn  in  God  through  Jesus  sin  gash  your  life,  you  are  like  a 
completely  abandoning  your-  do.  A  man  gets  the  seal  of  con-  will  be  in  line  with  Goa's  stan-  car  with  one  flat  tire.  Both  are  ren- 
self  to  God  through  faith  in  demnation  when  he  sees  the 
Christ  and  allowing  the  power  light  and  prefers  the  darkness" 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  work  in  (Conformed  To  His  Image,  pg. 


By  Matt  Lovini 


Explore  the  Bible 

Wrath  vs.  blessing 

Revelation  15:1-16:21 


There  have  already 
been  two  series  of 


By  Tommy  Bufkin 


Family  Bible  Series 


Provisons  for  believers:  Armor 


Ephesians  6:10-24 


By  Juanita  West 


Paul  admonished  the 
Ephesian  Christians  to  turn  to 
the  Lord  to  gain  strength  for 
daily  battles.  In  his  study  Be 
Rich,  Wiersbe  says,  "We  do  not 
fight  for  victory  —  we  fight 
from  victory"  (p.  164).  The  victo¬ 
ry  already  belongs  to  Christians 
because  of  the  power  that  comes 
through  God. 

Contest  defined  (w.  10-13). 
Paul  reminds  believers  of  their 
struggles  against  principalities 
and  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of 
this  age  (v.  12).  He  uses  imagery 
of  a  Roman  soldier's  uniform  to 
help  believers  understand  the 
protection  they  have  against  the 
onslaught  of  the  enemy.  "Put  on 
the  whole  armor  of  God,  that 
you  may  be  able  to  stand 


against  the  wiles  of  the 
devil"  (v.  11). 

Kevin  Meador  states 
four  reasons  why  Wi 
Christians  need  the 
armor  of  God:  "because  you  are 
in  war;  because  God  calls  you  to 
stand  firm  in  this  war;  because 
the  fierceness  of  your  enemy 
makes  it  a  necessity;  and  because 
you  are  powerless  on  your  own" 
(The  Armor  of  God,  June  1999, 
pp.  2-3).  The  armor  of  God  is  the 
equipment  believers  need  to 
stand  firm  against  all  of  Satan's 
daily  onslaughts. 

Character  described  (w.  14- 
17).  According  to  Paul,  the  first 
piece  of  a  Christian's  equipment 
is  the  girded  belt  of  truth.  "The 
girdle  holds  the  other  part  of  the 
armor  together,  and  truth  is  the 


victorious  Christian" 
(Wiersbe,  p.16 7).  The  gir¬ 
dle  is  followed  by  the  pro¬ 
tective  breastplate  of 
righteousness,  which  rep¬ 
resents  the  "practical, 
righteous  character  and 
deeds  of  believers"  (v.  14, 
Notes,  NKJ). 

A  Roman  soldier  wore 
West  hard-soled  shoes,  which 
gave  him  needed  support 
ire  in  keeping  his  footing  in  battle, 
to  and  enabled  him  to  stand  firm, 
ise  To  stand  firm  in  battle,  believers 
ny  must  "shod  your  feet  with  the 
ise  preparation  of  the  gospel  of 
n"  peace"  (v.  15).  Since  believers 
?9,  nave  the  peace  that  comes  from 
he  knowing  God  as  Savior  and 
to  knowing  the  truth  of  his  Word, 
Vs  we  can  stand  firm  in  the  battles 
of  life. 

14-  In  his  "Armor  of  God"  study, 
rst  Meador  states:  "The  peace  of 
ait  God  enables  you  to  stand 
he  regardless  of  the  circumstances 
he  that  you  face.  It  empowers  you 
he  to  overcome  the  attack  of  Satan" 


integrating  force  in  the  life  of  the  (p.  7).  The  shield  of  faith  protects 


the  believers  from  these  attacks. 
"The  assaults  of  Satan  cannot 
penetrate  to  the  believer  who 
places  his  or  her  faith  in  God"  (v. 
16,  Notes,  NKJ). 

The  last  two  pieces  of  a 
Christian's  armor  are  "the  hel¬ 
met  of  salvation  and  the  sword 
of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word 
of  God"  (v.  17).  The  helmet  refers 
to  God's  complete  control  of  the 
mind.  "When  God  controls  the 
mind,  Satan  cannot  lead  the 
believer  astray"  (Wiersbe, 
p.169).  Yet,  Satan  constantly  tries 
to  penetrate  the  Spirit  with  his 
lies  and  slanders. 

In  order  to  fight  the  enemy, 
the  believer  has  to  pull  out  his 
sword  —  specific  passages  of 
truth  —  which  help  defeat  the 
the  deceiver.  "For  the  word  of 
God  is  living  and  powerful,  and 
sharper  than  any  two-edged 
sword,  piercing  even  to  the  divi¬ 
sion  of  soul  and  spirit  and  is  a 
discemer  of  the  thoughts  and 
interits  of  the  heart"  (Heb.  4:12). 

Communication  directed 
(w.  18-20).  In  these  verses,  Paul 


warns  the  Ephesians  that  the 
armor  would  not  be  effective 
without  prayer.  Believers 
should  always  watch  and  pray. 
"A  Christian  must  'pray  always' 
because  he  is  always  subject  to 
temptations  and  attacks  of  the 
devil"  (Wiersbe,  p.  172). 

Paul  never  hesitated  to  ask 
believers  to  pray  for  him.  Even 
while  shackled  to  a  Roman  sol¬ 
dier,  Paul  asked  them  to  pray  for 
his  ability  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  and  to  continue  to  be  a 
witness  (w.  19-20).  The  "fight 
from  victory"  can  only  be 
accomplished  through  prayer.  In 
Be  Rich,  Wiersbe  interprets 
Paul's  directives  for  prayer  in 
five  principles: 

1.  Pray  always. 

2.  Pray  with  all  prayer  (every 

kind  of  prayer). 

3.  Pray  with  your  eyes  open¬ 
watching. 

4.  Persevere  in  prayer. 

5.  Pray  for  all  the  saints  (pp. 

172-174). 

West  is  a  member  of  Calvary 
Church,  Newton. 


were  limited  to  the  (16:10-11).  The  fifth  bowl  judg-  evil  are  gathering  for  war,  Jesus 
Egyptians  in  that  day,  ment  is  poured  out  on  "the  Christ  will  come  unexpectedly, 
these  sores  would  be  throne  of  the  beast."  Some  have  Believers  are  urged  to  be  watcn- 
limited  to  those,  who  identified  this  as  Rome,  either  ful  and  be  prepared.  Garments 
serve  the  beast  and  are  literally  or  figuratively  as  the  often  speak  of  the  righteousness 
marked  by  him.  seat  of  world  power.  The  very  of  the  believer.  In  the  conflict 

The  second  and  center  of  the  beast's  authority  is  with  the  world  the  church  is  to 
third  judgments  affect  threatened.  Darkness  always  be  watchful  and  holy, 
all  the  water  sources  symbolizes  evil,  confusion,  fear,  Armageddon  could  mean 

_  on  earth.  Just  as  in  the  and  catastrophe.  Those  commit-  "mountain  of  Megiddo”  which 

The  storm  tore  through  the  judgments  on  men.  Bufkin  plagues  of  Egypt  the  ted  to  the  beast  suffer  spiritual  would  refer  to  Mt.  Carmel 
small  southern  town  ripping  Now  John  sees  seven  water  becomes  blood  pain  resulting  in  great  remorse  which  has  at  its  foot  the  plains 

apart  a  subdivision.  When  it  angels  with  seven  more  plagues  and  is  unfit  to  drink  or  sus-  and  anguish.  of  Megiddo.  This  plain  was  the 

was  over  most  of  the  homes  (literally,  strokes  or  blows),  tain  life.  Every  living  creature  Instead  of  repenting,  the  citi-  scene  of  many  battles  in  ancient 
were  gone,  tom  apart  by  the  God's  wrath  is  his  reaction  to  in  the  sea  is  killea.  This  is  zens  of  the  beast's  Kingdom  times.  Many  Bible  students 

ferocity  of  the  winds,  man's  sin.  These  last  judgments  absolute,  complete  destruc-  blame  God.  It  seems  illogical  believe  that  it  will  be  on  this 

Amazingly,  some  homes  stood  would  deal  with  the  problem  of  tion  different  from  the  partial  for  them  to  give  God  credit  for  plain  that  the  final  climatic  bat- 

intact  while  there  was  destruc-  sin  conclusively.  The  number  destruction  of  the  earlier  their  torment  and  not  turn  to  tie  in  Revelation  will  occur, 

tion  all  around.  Sometimes  it  is  seven  indicates  completeness,  judgments.  This  indicates  the  him  in  repentance.  Yet,  that  is  However,  other  Bible  students 

hard  to  understand  why  some  God's  judgment  will  be  com-  finality  of  God's  judgment.  what  unbelievers  do  today,  feel  that  this  final  battle  will  be 

suffer  and  others  do  not.  It  plete.  None  will  escape.  Two  angels  testify  that  God's  Their  evil,  depraved  lifestyle  a  spiritual  one  and  not  literal, 

seems  capricious  like  the  storm.  God's  judgments  are  just  judgments  are  just  and  right-  was  so  ingrained  that  they  The  last  bowl  is  poured  out 
The  wicked  seem  to  prosper  (16:2-7).  These  bowl  judgments  eous.  The  wicked  have  shea  the  could  not  see.  They  were  blind-  into  the  air.  Satan  is  called  "the 

and  the  righteous  suffer.  are  similar  to  the  ones  in  earlier  blood  of  the  righteous.  Now  ed  by  their  sin.  As  pharaoh  did  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air." 

One  day  there  will  be  justice,  visions  but  are  much  more  they  must  pay  for  their  deeds,  in  Moses'  day,  they  hardened  He  is  attacked  in  his  sphere  of 

The  wicked  will  be  judged  and  severe.  There  is  a  similarity  to  The  cry  from  the  altar,  from  their  hearts.  power.  This  is  the  final  judg- 

face  the  wrath  of  God.  Believers  the  plagues  that  God  sent  upon  heaven,  is  the  same.  God's  God  blesses  the  vigilant  ment  and  the  whole  world  is 

must  warn  the  guilty  of  this  Egypt  before  the  Exodus.  The  judgments  are  an  expression  of  (16:15-17).  This  is  the  third  of  thrown  into  chaos, 

coming  judgment  first  bowl  judgment  is  like  the  his  righteousness.  seven  beatitudes  in  the  Book  of  Bufkin  is  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 

Goa's  wrath  is  certain  (15:1).  plague  of  boils.  Just  as  the  boils  God  judges  the  unrepentant  Revelation.  While  the  forces  of  Church,  Rankin  Association. 


Layman's  unique  job 


ewish  peo-  Congregation  Beth  Shalom,  Groves  said,  he 
t  friends  in  has  come  to  a  greater  appreciation  of  his 
and  I  once  own  Christian  heritage  Dy  learning  more 
ighborhood  about  the  faith  history  he  has  in  common 
_ with  Jews. 

’S3  For  example,  he  regularly 

I JK  I  hears  the  rabbi  offer  a  d'var- 
^  ■<  IV  I  torah,  or  devotional.  “It  cer- 
'ml  tainly  enriches  my  life.  I  have 


ARM  ministry 
seeking  new 
director 


Ml  found  so  much  in  the  Jewish 
ga  “  111  faith  that  reinforces  the 

|P  l|U  things  I  have  learned.  I  am 
HI  challenged  to  be  more  of  a 

'VI  Bible  student." 

'  ~  Groves  said  he  looks  for 

‘  situations  in  which  Christians 

'*  '*'J  ■  w^l  and  Jews  can  interact.  This 
‘  ’  *  :  1  s;  past  April,  he  offered  to  help 

1  organize  a  Passover  dinner  in 

1 1  pH|  Second  Church. 

1  '  V,  ,  1°  fhe  Jewish  tradition,  a 

Passover  dinner  celebrates 
1  ,  Bjl  the  exodus  of  the  Israelites 

•  from  Egypt.  Rabbi  Cohen 

provided  items  and  found 
synagogue  members  to 
assist.  About  200  Baptists 
attended  the  abbreviated 

pluh  AL?n  version  of  the  dinner  on 
or  Rabbi  Alan  Palm  Sunday  nigh,. 

"The  people  at  Second 

-  Church  want  to  do  it  again," 

Groves  said.  "It  was  so  successful  because 
the  people  here  [at  Beth  Shalom]  are  so  good 
at  coacning  and  encouraging."  Groves  and 
his  wife.  Mavis,  also  attended  a  Passover 
dinner  in  Rabbi  Cohen's  home.  It  lasted  from 
about  7  p.m.  to  midnight.  Groves  said  he  has 
attended  a  few  of  the  synagogue's  special 
events,  but  generally,  im  in  church  on 
Sunday  and  on  my  bike  on  Saturdays."  He 
often  ndes  his  bike  20  or  30  miles  in  a  day. 


The  Appalachian  Regional 
Ministry  (ARM),  a  consortium 
of  eleven  state  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  serving  more  than  16 
million  people  in  10  states,  is 
seeking  a  director/coordinator 
to  lead  the  ministry  in  address¬ 
ing  the  physical  and  spiritual 
needs  or  people  groups  living 
in  the  Appalachian  region  of 
the  U.S.  Those  states  with 
Southern  Baptist  work  that  are 
cooperating  through  ARM 
include:  Georgia,  South 

Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  and  West  Virginia.  The 
ARM  director-coordinator  will 
be  based  in  Scott  Depot,  W.  V. 
Resumes  should  be  sent  to 
Larry  Kirk,  Tennessee  Baptist 
Convention,  P.O.  Box  728, 
Brentwood,  TN  37024. 


He  is  the  first  non-Jewish  execu-  ■  ■ 
tive  director  for  this  congregation,  Tim  ijr’A 
senior  Rabbi  Alan  Cohen  said.  "It  tI 
is  very  unusual  for  a  non-Jewish  TAP 
person  to  serve  as  an  administrator  u  1 
who  works  with  a  synagogue,"  ajj  1 
Cohen  said.  "Rich  has  a  willing- ■■  IS 
ness  to  understand  and  be  familiar  VbJ] 
with  our  concepts.  CHA 

What  has  made  it  work  —  Church 
whether  being  an  administrator  of  Con„re, 
a  Jewish  institution  or  Baptist  insti-  ^0^en 
tution  or  any  denomination  —  is 

the  fundamental  principles  of  — - - 

decency  and  respect  for  human  beings. 
And  that's  something  that  crosses  all  lines 
—  race,  religion,  or  gender." 

Groves  started  working  in  the  synagogue 
in  a  temporary  capacity  in  April  1999.  After 
a  couple  of  months,  the  congregation  presi¬ 
dent  asked  him  if  he  would  like  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  the  permanent  position. 

"I  immediately  sensed  how  my  back- 

Kound  could  be  of  use,"  Groves  said.  Both 
s  church  background  —  chairman  of  dea¬ 
cons,  church  council,  committees  —  and 
his  three  decades  in  corporate  manage¬ 
ment  would  be  helpful. 


Child  kidnapper  finds  Jesus  from  victim's  witness 
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ZOIACR,  ZOIACR,  A  YUR 


way  back  to  town.  with  my  friends."  decades  ago  was 

It  was  then  that  Carrier  felt  One  of  those  activities  was  a  McAllister  —  a 
sharp  pains  in  his  back.  He  hayride.  Carrier  responded  to  case  all  along, 
looked  Dack  to  see  the  stranger  the  invitation  given  at  the  end  Carrier  went 
glaring  at  him  and  holding  an  of  the  night  ana  accepted  Jesus,  home  and  found 
ice  pick.  During  a  struggle  the  "I  was  just  overwhelmed  the  man  he  reme 
man  stabbed  Carrier  a  few  with  emotions  and  feelings,  and  frail,  McAl] 
more  times,  then  stopped.  because  I  knew  I  had  never  was  motionles 

The  stranger  got  back  really  accepted  and  personally  approached  him 
behind  the  wheel  and  began  met  the  Savior,"  said  Carrier,  "This  was  a 
driving  down  Interstate  75.  The  who  was  then  13.  "It  was  at  that  hard  and  calluse 
man  kept  muttering  about  point  I  understood  that  mira-  ed  to  smile  and  1 
Carrier's  father  and  how  he  cles  could  be  done  again  just  spirits,"  Carrier 
had  caused  him  trouble.  The  like  we  read  in  the  Bible,  so  I  the  Lord  restore 
man  turned  down  a  dirt  road  knew  I  could  begin  trusting  the  and  make  him  n 
and  stopped  again.  Carrier  got  Lord  in  all  that  laid."  Carrier  contii 

out  of  tne  motor  home,  and  Carrier  continued  growing  how  the  Lord  1 
moments  later  the  stranger  shot  in  the  Lord  as  he  graduated  his  life  since  tl 
him  in  die  left  temple  and  left  from  high  school  ana  went  to  Sunday  morning 
him  for  dead  in  the  alligator-  Mercer  College  in  Georgia.  He  McAllister  the  r 
infested  Florida  Everglades.  then  felt  the  call  to  youth  min-  question. 

Carrier  was  missing  for  6  istry,  and  he  knew  "I  asked  him  i 
days,  lying  seemingly  lifeless  in  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  know  the  Lord," 
the  Everglades.  A  passing  dri-  Worth,  was  where  he  needed  to  McAllister  a< 
ver  eventually  found  him  on  go  to  prepare.  that  morning, 

the  side  of  the  road  the  day  after  After  graduating  from  coming  to  the  L 
Christmas.  The  shot  to  the  head  Southwestern  in  1994,  Carrier  and  1/2  weeks  ( 
had  left  him  blind  in  his  left  eye.  returned  to  Florida  with  his  visits  from  Can 
Carrier  was  never  able  to  iden-  family  where  he  served  as  died  in  his  sleep 
tify  his  attacker.  Police  had  a  list  youth  minister  at  a  church  in  is  "I  can't  wait  ti 
of  suspects,  but  without  a  posi-  hometown  of  Coral  Gables.  someday,"  Carri 
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